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The Purpose Education 


‘By ALICE HOWARD SPAULDING, Editor 
Brookline High School 


HAT the purpose educa- 

young people with the means 
gaining complete mastery pos- 
sible the techniques the supreme 
art—the art living; the art liv- 
ing together great ef- 
fort develop better world. The 
present condition affairs would 
seem indicate that date our efforts 
have not met with conspicuous 
Why this so? 

For countless centuries education 
has been concerned exclusively with 
the mind man. The heart man 
has been left its own devices. With 
ancient and modern languages, mathe- 
matics, sciences, history, have 
taught students memorize facts, 
make feeble attempts apply them, 
think from cause effect with some 
degree logic; but nobody outside 
the church has made the slightest ef- 
fort attack the problem teaching 
people feel right. Yet gen- 
erally accepted truth among psycholo- 
gists and medical men that people are 
governed most their reactions 
what they feel rather than what 
they think. reality most are 
motivated our emotions and these 


emotions more often than not make 
think what think think. 

Again, too many are concerned 
with studying teaching subject for 
itself alone rather than for the way 
which may contribute mastery 
the techniques the art living. 
languages are concerned with 
acquiring having our students ac- 
quire knowledge the grammatical 
structure and facility speaking 
that forget all about language 
means understanding how other 
people think feel about this and 
pied with formulae and experiments 
that overlook the two most impor- 
tant facts: what feelings about hu- 
manity have prompted many great 
men give their days and nights 
unremitting research and experiment 
and what have their discoveries in- 
ventions really added the 
the man? history the 
hours have been exclusively devoted 
the contemplation campaigns, 
movements, conflicting forces gov- 
ernments between races that 
have failed take into account the 
feelings the people involved, the 
similarity their feelings ours 
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various stages our history, and how 
these feelings and experiences other 
governments and other peoples could 
compared our own and show 
Even the study English spend 
mechanical matters, futile dis- 
cussions unimportant questions in- 
finite time which could better spent 
discovering what feelings led dis- 
aster, what ones heroic endeavor. 
Doctors and nurses are continually 
asking, “Why you not more 
men and women had self-control. 
poise, serenity under stress circum- 
stance half our problems would 


eliminated; half the ills that flesh 
heir would disappear.” 

“Between Tears and Laughter” 
the great Chinese philosopher Lin 
Tang says, “Ultimately the problem 
peace the problem general educa- 
tion good manners and music,” and 
again, “In mature, full grown demo- 
peace and order ultimately 
pend the decency and self-respect 
the individual.” would seem 
that the study English, both litera- 
ture and composition, could, the em- 
phasis properly placed, the right 
values emphasized, more than any 
other subject that rightness 
feeling, that harmony which alone 
can bring peace distracted world. 


“The most pressing problem our age 


find practicable way life which will preserve 


and enhance the integrity and rights the indi- 


vidual and, the same time make the individual 


conscious his responsibility the community, 


and eager discharge this responsibility.” 


Micheles Dean, 


Research Director, Foreign Policy Association, 
the Radcliffe Quarterly, Nov. 1943. 


Weasels and 


RALPH PHILIP BOAS 
Professor English 
Wheaton College, Norton, 


HAKESPEARE knew that ma- 

jor source man’s mental confu- 

sions the universal tendency 
regard words realities. Juliet, be- 
ing love and therefore unusually 
perceptive, was able distinguish be- 
tween mere word and what stood 
for. 


which call rose 

any other name would smell 
sweet 

Romeo would, were not Romeo 

Retain that dear perfection which 
owes 

Without that title.” 


But Juliet did not know how wise 
she was. Were Juliet modern girl, 
she would not have been clear the 
difference between reality and its 
label. modern Juliet, the choicest 
attar roses, were sold plain 
glass bottles Woolworths’, would 
not smell sweet the same elixir 
gold-striped “flacons” adroitly called 
“nuit passionelle.” 

Juliet’s speech usually regarded 
the same play, however, Shakespeare 
gives his romantic problems more sin- 
ister significance. The Nazi habit 
inducing spasms anger raving 
names, without reference the 
qualities people who bear the names 


comes out clearly Tybalt. That fiery 
gentleman rages and storms Romeo 
who has invited himself the Capulet 
ball. 

Old Capulet: Why, how now, kins- 
man! wherefore storm you so? 

Tybalt: Unele, this Montague, 
our foe, 

villain, that hither come spite 
scorn our solemnity this night. 

Old Capulet: Young Romeo, it? 

Old 
coz, let him alone, 
bears him like portly gentleman; 
And, say truth, Verona brags him 

youth.” 


Old Capulet can fiery enough 
when his daughter crosses his will, but 
has some the wisdom supposed 
produced age and experience. 
The name Montague has power over 
him. asks himself “which Mon- 
sensible person should. 
Not Tybalt. Montague intolera- 
ble Fascist Tybalt matter how 
“virtuous and well-govern’d” the 
specific Montague may be. And the 
end Mercutio dies, Tybalt dies, and 
two “star-cross’d lovers” are united 
death Verona’s churchyard because 
Tybalt cannot analyze his verbal reac- 
tions. 

Shakespeare harps the ridiculous- 


Content thee, gentle 


speech delivered before the New England Association Teachers No- 


vember 27, 1943. 
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ness treating words things. 
gives his prize ass, Sir Andrew Ague- 
cheek, the final say the subject. 
Maria, the gay little maid Twelfth 
Night, says the stuffed shirt Mal- 
volio, “Marry sir, sometimes 
kind puritan.” Puritan the sig- 
nal here for Andrew’s reaction Mon- 
tague was Tybalt. 

Sir Andrew: thought that, 
beat him like dog! 

Sir Toby the play kind 
miniature Falstaff. Liquor sometimes 
gets the better him, but has 
for being Thy exquisite 
reason, dear knight And the fool An- 
drew can only mutter, have ex- 
quisite reason for’t, but have reason 
good enough.” 

What seemed joke Shakespeare 
has become grim tragedy the twen- 
tieth century. Americans ought 
have learned something about their 
verbal habits these three hundred 
and fifty years. Yet find the same 
evil auto-intoxication with words to- 
day. 

The Boston hoodlums before kick- 
ing boy asked him were Jew. 
could probably have saved himself 
the Boston education does 
not run the high pitch erudition 
which would insure that Dorchester 
anti-semites had heard the covenant 
Abraham. The boy answered, “Yes, 
beaten up. The gang was not kicking 
the boy, who, “Son the Cove- 
could have passed one Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses and hence mere 
not worth wasting time on. 
the gang had had for the boy and 
not for the name “Jew,” they would 
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have kicked him without asking him 
Obviously the gang were 
kicking the word Jew satisfactorily 
kickable form. The police sergeant 
who beat Jewish boy was doing 
the same thing. Out his inner 
sciousness, aided Christian Front 
propaganda, the sergeant had 
reality which did not correspond 
with actuality. But when actual 
Jewish boy fell into his power, the 
chance beating the word Jew was 
too good missed. had learned 
the lesson which Hitler has worked 
hard teach. 


The word Jew to-day the tragic 
witness the hold that words have 
taken upon men’s actions. Under 
Cover, the book which exposes Nazi- 
inspired activities America, shows 
how such Hitlerian war cries “the 
new order,” “Jewish plutocracy” and 
“Aryan purity” have entered into 
American life. One could dismiss the 
whole business the ravings 
paranoiac, did not four years 
edy show how problem 
can turn into horrors that even 
imagination could hardly have 


The worst anti-Semites often say 
virtuously, “Some best friends 
are Jews.” But such virtuous senti- 
ments not lessen their hatred for the 
word “Jew.” Let Abraham Cohen buy 
lot for summer house beach 
resort hitherto irreproachably Aryan 
and there indignant mass 
ing resent the profanation. Mr, 
han’s great, great, great grandfather 
may have fought the Revolution 
(many Jews did) and his family may 
have been Episcopalian for three gen- 
erations (many so-called Jews have 
been) but the established inhabitants 


WEASELS AND 


are under the spell word given 
reality. 

The crowning irony the Nazi per- 
secution Jews Poland the 
Catholic priest the Warsaw ghetto. 
was Jewish descent, and 
wore the yellow star David his 
arm sang mass for group 
Polish Catholics whose grandfathers 
had supposed that baptism would wash 
away the taint the word Jew 
had obliterated original sin. 


Words may only words, mere 
sounds made certain combinations 
the lips, tongue, and palate, mere 
breath made articulate, the most im- 
portant differentia between man and 
certain creatures ironically called 
“brutes,” but these innocent things 
breath may become evil weasel 
let loose dove cote. 


There nothing good about wea- 
sel. The weasel sinuous, deter- 
mined, blood-thirsty little beast, 
little animal specialized for one activ- 
ity, destruction, “murderous, bloody, 
full flame, Savage, extreme, rude, 
cruel, not trust.” weasel knows 
only one thing: how kill. kills 
ruthlessly, not only for the fun 
slaughter, but because sucks the 
blood his victims, and his appetite 
insatiable. 

There are words that are like wea- 
sels, unbelievably evil their effects 
upon men’s minds, words which are 
the most dangerous threat national 
and international understanding. 
their worst they are the names min- 
ority groups, hated, not for the reality 
behind the hated names, but for the 
inner meaning the names the 
mind the majority, meaning 
which often bears relation actual- 
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ity; Jew, Polack, Irishman, Yankee, 
Armenian, Mormon, Catholic, Protes- 
tant, Negro. The danger the wea- 
sel’s possession these names, inoffen- 
sive themselves, can see once. 
The danger lies complete con- 
fusion human identities under 
label which evolved, not out facts, 
but out prejudice. Often the con- 
fusion caused not social realities, 
but the subtle efforts men and 
women who are out create confusion 
American life. 

Paul Robeson, actor, singer and 
illiterate, field hand Mississippi. 
Harry Emerson Fosdick, author, min- 
ister and enlightened liberal leader, 
Protestant. the grand hooded 
Kleagle the Klux Klan. 
Stephen Wise, orator, religious leader, 
and chevalier the Legion Honor, 
hind the bars. And endlessly. 

Weasel words destroy democracy be- 
cause they destroy the inherent dignity 
the individual upon which democ- 
racy based submerging the in- 
dividual indiscriminate and he- 
terogeneous mass hate and preju- 
dice. Thus little semantic analysis 
even with schoolboy can make the 
confusion clear. After awhile the 
schoolboy can see that Armenian, 
not Armenian. may come see 
that Stephen Armadillian shifty, 
unpleasant, over-compensated, 
rug merchant’s assistant with 
ant inferiority complex may well 
disliked unpleasant person, but 
that reasou for disliking him 
Armenian. Lowell recently went 
jail draft evader; should the 
name Lowell therefore produce anti- 
Lowellianism with resulting prosecu- 
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tion all Lowells? The episode 
Shakepeare’s Julius Caesar the mur- 
der Cinna the poet shows that the 
dramatist understood the in- 
sanity this kind mob-disorder, 
the rage for scapegoat, the inability 
distinguish between and 

But often the cruel, mean ferocious 
little weasel much more treacherous 
because his identity hard discover. 
the minds anti-British fanatics 
takes cover under the innocent lit- 
tle word “own.” That little weasel 
the word which “America Firsters,” 
“Christian Fronters” and all the un- 
holy alliance Nazi-minded Ameri- 
cans hugs most closely its bosom. 

Ruskin once remarked, stalk 
about among us, certain masked words. 
They sow terror, they bribe, they be- 
guile. And man asks what lies be- 
hind the mask. such 
power that they become the unjust 
stewards men’s minds, that 
last man’s mind can reached save 
through their evil ministry.” 


were told for years Lind- 
bergh, Nye, Wheeler, Dreiser, and 
dozen others that England “owned” 
quarter the earth’s surface, England 
“owned” vast surface, “owned” Can- 
ada, India, and Australia, that Eng- 
land through her “ownership” was 
nation while poor Germany 
was “have not” nation. But Nor- 
man Angell has pointed out with in- 
cisive clarity his book Let The Peo- 
ple Know and every schoolboy who 
has ever studied elementary history 
ought know, Canada and Australia 
are independent nations, and England 
“owns” nothing India except the 
obligation keep out Japanese 
hands lest Japan really own and us, 
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too. Only Nazi states where every- 
one slave the state countrieg 
own anything. Hitler owns 
and all they possess. The United States 
doesn’t own your house, your income, 
your radio, and your piano, except 
has the right tax your income and 
your possessions. But England 
not even levy taxes the Common- 
wealth Nations, poetically called the 
Empire. Canada could declare war 
England she wanted to. That she 
does not, because she belongs 
free society nations, and only 
insane man fights his friends. all 
know this could find out about 
wanted to, but the weasel “own” 
has made his nest men’s and 
with Machiavellian persistence goes 
doing his quiet, evil work. 

But not all dangerous words are 
There are many good words 
which Bertrand Russell might well 
have included his survey “the 
harm that good men do.” 
good words correspond recogniza- 
ble actuality. They represent only 
conceptions the speakers’ minds, 
Even then they could little harm 
were they not, like chameleons, capable 
changing color with the environ- 
ment. 

“Americanism” such chameleon 
word. represents tangible actu- 
ality represents emotion, hope, 
man, institution, epoch and 
you will have only portion what 
may mean its best. When, therefore, 
read that Senator notorious for 
his isolationism will lecture for Amer 
ica First, Inc. “Americanism” 
know that what will talk about will 
have the color his motley audience 
pro-Nazis, anti-Semites, isolation- 


ists, 
and Christian Fronters. His Ameri- 
canism chameleon color differ- 
ent from the Americanism men who 
willingly die for freedom and democ- 
racy. Americanism them some- 
thing beautiful, inspiring, heartening, 
idea die for, even when the 
war over does not become very 
real and active force their daily 
lives. The great value demagogues 
chameleon words like “American- 
ism” the fact that the rabble-rousers 
storm. they get into jam they 
ean shout, “Shall our grand old em- 
blem Americanism overwhelmed 
the destructive red flood Com- 
When that collection 
chameleon phrases fills the air, opposi- 
tion silenced. Our flag grand 
old emblem, Americanism beauti- 
ful concept, Communism alien 
our American ideals, and Russian 
movements the past were threaten- 
ing. The trouble that the color 
the chameleons the orator sees 
not the same color honest people like 
you see it. When this audience realizes 
that there active campaign 
present preparation, exploit the 
returning soldiers when the war 
over, war-weary, peace hungry, per- 
haps sick, perhaps unemployed, resent- 
ful those who stayed home, who 
earned high wages, who struck when 
they pleased, who played the black 
market; when this audience realizes 
the opportunity for American fascists 
strike, then the chameleon words be- 
gin look dangerous. When chame- 
leons and weasels write unholy 
pact, directed thwarted and pres- 
ent temporarily silenced demagogues, 
the prospect not exactly reassuring. 
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teachers English are con- 
cerned with words. But generally 
speaking have assumed the inno- 
cence words. Many have not 
been fully aware that the half-edu- 
substratum our population 
words are not innocent. 
educated mind often thinks names 
magical. Such mind really sees 
nothing funny Ko-Ko’s speech 
The Mikado. 

“Where your Majesty says, ‘Let 
thing done,’ it’s good done,— 
practically done—because your 
Majesty’s will law. Your Majesty 
says, ‘Kill gentleman,’ and gentle- 
man told off killed. 
quently, that gentleman good 
dead, why not say 

sure indication the half-edu- 
cated belief the magical nature 
language seen the prevalence 
euphemism speech. 
Everyone knows how loath are 
people use simple names like death, 
spit, drunk, coffiin, undertaker, lie, 
barber, There some idea 
that can escape the unpleasant facts 
life putting taboo the names 
the unpleasant facts. Thus wom- 
said recently, can’t bear 
the word adultery. you must speak 
fair!” Such point view not 
much different from the point view 
primitive savages. What involved 
the failure people sure that 
the words they use, stand for definite 
and clear-cut actuality. Such atti- 
tude leaves minds wide open the use 
words which can used for wicked 
and destructive. purposes. Even 
the attitude not positively bad, 
means that someone failing use 
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his mind clearly, logically, and fairly. 
believe that teachers our words 
ought become aware the results 
modern, semantic research. teach- 
ers deal with human beings, young 
people with infinite possibilities for 
good evil. 

Now, not believe that teach- 
ers English are psychologists, clergy- 
men, physicians, social scientists, 
historians. not urging teachers 
English anything but what 
are, custodians our language with 
its splendid tradition literature and 
its tradition speech and writing be- 
low the level literature. Words and 
their ways English speech are sure 
our and when find that 
words enter deeply into the texture 
the patterns our behavior, time 
that recognized the fact. not 
province tell you what 
province human being urge you 
aware the full implication 
what you teach. The demagogues 
know well enough what they are do- 
ing; too much ask that Ameri- 
ean teachers know what the dema- 
gogues are doing? you know, you 
govern yourself accordingly; 
knowing, you take action you have 
yourself the first object attack. The 
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demagogue knows your power; 
knows also that you are 
loathes all intelligence except that 
only yourself blame when you find 
which used for his own bad ends. 
the very least, teachers can at- 
tack the confusion caused words 
simple levels. talking audi- 
ence about Japanese ways life and 
expression mentioned that the Japa- 
nese measure quantity was “koko,” 
the equivalent five American bush- 
els. “What nuisance must 
the Japanese,” said listener, “to have 
multiply everything five!” 
girl reviewing illustrated article 
modern functional ecclesiastical 
tecture said, hate those modern 
they are not churches. They 
have stained glass and 
returning soldier was asked 1919, 
“How did you like France?” “Gee,” 
said, “how can you like country 
where the cops wear whiskers 
These are all simple examples 
relatively simple verbal difficulties. 
But they are precisely the difficulties 
which are food for the weasels and 
chameleons. You can find similar 
examples any day your classes, Are 
they not the concern the teacher 


English 


“Then let pray that come may, 
come will for that; 
That sense and worth, o’er the earth, 
May bear the gree, and that. 
For that and that, 
Its coming yet, for that, 
That man man, the world o’er, 
Shall brothers for that.” 


That and That. 


Robert Burns 


“One Language for One World?” 


STEPHEN FREEMAN 
Address Dr. Stephen Freeman, Vice President Middlebury College, 


Vermont, before the New England Association Teachers English, 
Boston, November 27, 1943. 


EACHERS English and 
the modern foreign 

languages have found many 
things common recent years. 
First discovered that our chief ene- 
mies were not distinguishing between 
us. The social scientists, the 
tionalists, the utilitariams, the curri- 
forms all indiscriminately. Form- 
grammar was anathema any 
language Shakespeare and Goldsmith 
had more meaning for 20th century 
Americans than Moliére Goethe; 
and any subject matter that claimed 
cultural was out definition. 
around 1935 had the strange phe- 
nomenon English, mathematics and 
the foreign languages banding together 
the name culture and intellectual 
growth, fighting battle for survival. 
What commentary American edu- 
cational theorists, that took war 
open their May add the ob- 
servation that one the most insidious 
attacks English well the 
foreign languages came from, was 
abetted by, the educational and politi- 
isolationists who wished restrict 
our entire school syllabus subject 
matter originating within the boun- 
daries the continental United States. 
Thank heaven, that decade has passed 
the isolationists are hiding their heads, 
though think they are not all dead 
yet; and the utilitarians have donned 
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the uniform, shouting patriotism 
loudly they can. 

any rate, now possible for 
sit down together and think 
another great common problem—lan- 
guage the post-war world. should 
like plunge once into the heart 
the problem, and shall not take time 
therefore discuss several ideas 
which think can all agree, 
which can assumed starting 
point. The first that the world has 
grown infinitely smaller; that the geo- 
graphical barriers space and time 
that once separated nations longer 
that now all nations the globe 
are such close neighbors that can 
longer remain isolated even 
wish. second assumption that 
the United Nations will win the war. 
say this spirit easy optim- 
ism: mean simply that Ger- 
many wins, our topic vain, for Ger- 
man will the world language. 
final and underlying assumption 
that are not here plot campaign 
for the triumph some selfish objec- 
tive, nor bring about the domination 
any particular language because 
happen teach it. Instead, are 
asking ourselves, “How can 
the greatest service the post-war 
world what way can lan- 
guage teachers contribute our utmost 
that peaceful international organi- 
zation which are looking for- 
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ward?” For hope and expect that 
after this war there will gradually and 
even painfully come into being co- 
herent economic, social, and political 
interdependence which can call 
“one world.” 

From the point view-of logic, 
really very sane and demonstrable 
proposition that one world should have 
one language. would 
much simpler all humanity spoke 
and wrote the same idiom. How 
straightforward peace treaties and 
world constitutions would become! 
How effective international radio 
could be! With what ease 
common men every land would fra- 
ternize and learn understand each 
other! Almost itself, would bring 
Utopia. 

Unfortunately, like most beautifully 
logical propositions, this one not 
quite simple. Although have not 
the slightest sympathy with the man 
who proclaims broadly, “It can’t 
done,” would worth while re- 
member few the conditions with 
which are working. First, that all 
men are not physiologically able 
speak the same language. Phoneticians 
and anthropologists tell that even 
everyone now spoke the same tongue 
purely, within few generations 
would break into dialects quite in- 
comprehensible each other. There 
scientific fact behind the story 
the tower Babel. Next, even 
overwhelming military victory makes 
possible for impose one lan- 
guage upon the world, there are still 
all the languages the United Na- 
tions from which choose. Only 
with very bad grace can assume 
that the one language must English, 
November 1943. 
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when two our Allies, Russia and 
China, have larger populations than 
we, and have done much 
than far toward winning the 


war. Nor are reassured 
ing our fitness for teaching the world 
English when read that Russia hag 
made proportionately faster strides 
wiping out its illiteracy than have 
the last ten years. 

all realize that would 
tremendous educational task teach 
correct English even small part 
the world’s people. along comes 
enthusiastic plan which promises 
simplify the difficulty all away. Any 
the world who intelligent 
enough learn 850 basic words will 
able speak and write 
fluent, and even literary English! 
hope many you read the letter 
Professor Mario Pei the 
number following the long article 
Basic English. Professor Pei points 
out with great discernment that Basie 
presents greater difficulty the aver 
age foreign learner than ordinary Eng- 
lish. restricts the vocabulary 
awkward and unnatural 
would certainly easier 
for foreigner learn the verbs “eat” 
and “hear” than invent “take food” 
“have hearing of.” Practically 
every language the world has 
gle word for these simple concepts. 
Particularly through its juggling 
compounds, Basic makes itself more 
difficult foreigners and especially 
those the Romance language coum 
tries. “Undertake” not the same 
“take under.” The Frenchman 
finds difficult use “get down” 
“get off,” but easy say “descend” 
“disembark.” Ordinary English 


fers him the choice two locutions, 
one which close his own speech 
pattern. “Give up,” literally trans- 
lated into Romance tongues, mean- 
but abandon, desert, surren- 
der, are easily The chief 
argument for English interna- 
tional language that has borrowed 
heavily from many sources. But 
Basic reduces the structure English 
largely that Germanic tongue 
and thereby alienates Romance, 
Greek and others. 

Yet, after all, arguing about 
Basic English, are forgetting the 
chief shall neither 
create nor preserve our “one world” 
imposing one language upon it, 
matter how simple how ideal that 
language is. difference 
guages fatal barrier the unity 
people. Switzerland has three, 
more strictly, four. the .other 
hand, common language but 
weak bond best. Think for exam- 
ple Chile and Peru, the German 
states 1870, our own country 
the time the Civil War. None 
will deny that some one language, 
even one Basic Language, perhaps 
even Basic Russian Basic Chinese, 
which might officially designated 
the common denominator interna- 
tional trade, diplomacy and law, would 
greatly facilitate these relationships, 
has done sundry periods 
past history. Yet neither the uni- 
versal Latin the Middle Ages nor 
the universal French the 18th cen- 
tury made the nations understand each 
other. What matters supremely not 
medium expression, but 
acommon soul. the meeting 
minds, the will the 
sense common objective and mu- 
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tual dependence—these are the things 
must cultivate first all. 


said the beginning this talk 
that Germany won the war, 
the world language would Ger- 
man. that reveals the funda- 
mentai objection which have im- 
posing any single language upon our 
“one world” the accepted means 
communication. That the Nazi 
way. The Moscow Conference, the 
other hand, has made strong state- 
ment regarding the equal sovereignty 
every nation. international co- 
operation means anything, means 
the acceptance the principle that 
each nation has equal dignity, and that 
all meet equal footing con- 
tribute their share the common- 
wealth. There must domination 
some others, assumption that 
some will give the commands and im- 
pose the policies while others have 
only accept and follow. This 
not cooperation, and not meet- 
ing minds. 

confess that fear the American 
temperament the post-war period. 
impatient and egocentric. shall 
want impose our own concept and 
pattern democracy upon Italy and 
Greece and France. shall want 
decide the policies that are best for 
other nations follow, for are not our 
ideas the wisest and best? And 
the same token, shall want speak 
others English, and shall expect 
them answer English. Does 
matter they speak haltingly, 
are limited the Basic vocabulary 
850 words: shall not lose much, for 
they can’t have much say anyway. 
have they 

can’t eseape the feeling that for 


ill 
sic 

er- 

ore 
nan 


268 


impose English the standard 
language the new world would 
equivalent intellectually setting 
tariff trade laws 
which every idea that seeks admission 
our country should conform. 
the idea could phrased English, 
would admissible. Any connota- 
tions, any depth richness poetry 
wit that could not scale the barrier 
would dismissed without regret. 
Then our ambition would main- 
tain what the old economists called 
favorable balance trade, many ideas 
going out, labelled “Made America” 
and stoutly packed our own lan- 
guage wrappings, compared the few 
ideas which the “protective” tariff ad- 
mits from the rest the world. No, 
I’m for free trade, whether commer- 
cially intellectually. believe that 
the ready and equal exchange 
ideas from all sources, our intellectual 
standard living will enriched. 
should impoverishing ourselves 
foolishly insisted that the stores 
cultural and inspirational wealth 
the whole world must stop our 
threshold and repackaged, wrapped 
and labelled according our specific 
directions. Haven’t you ever shared 
with the thrill tearing open the 
lead foil and rice paper box tea 
straight from China, pulling 
from bottle good wine the cork 
that was set firmly place some 
chateau along the Garonne? 
Americans rightly set high store 
genuineness and authenticity; but 
forget that thought really genuine 
its maker unless clothed the lan- 
guage which expressed it. 

Every language the world which 
has reached the stage literary and 
artistic medium has something con- 
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tribute that cooperative unit which 
call “one world.” Every civilized 
nation has created its culture and 
expresses through its language 
tinct personality. Its 
and individual temper are complex, 
but understandable will take 
the trouble study and appreciate 
through its own modes expression, 
not through ours. The real joy the 
study foreign literature 
when one catches the first glimpse 
this 
glimpse comes very slowly and 
perfectly English translation; 
how foolish expect that would 
ever come the author were 
forced write his favorite passages 
English “for the export trade.” 

Edmund Wilson, “Notes Russian 
has fascinated his 
keen analysis the personality and 
distinctive spirit the Russian 
guage. begins comparing 
with French and with other European 
languages, and quotes 18th cen- 
tury Russian author said, 
“Charles the Holy Roman 
peror, used say that one ought talk 
Spanish with God, French with one’s 
friends, German with one’s enemies, 
and Italian with the ladies.” 
Wilson goes say that “French 
logical and social language, Russian 
illogical and intimate one; and 
when the Russian the old regime 
changed from French Russian, 
was likely with relief and burst 
spoke with the accents the Russian 
land, the all-night Russian drinking 
party, the patriarchal-feudal relations, 
the humor, the enthusiasm, the quick 
give-and-take between different classes 
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people. was language with few 
formulas politeness, clumsy for ab- 
stract thought, but more expressive 
than the Western languages the feel- 
ings and impressions the senses, 
proportion was closer the primi- 
tive emotions.” 

Such analysis might paralleled 
for dozen score languages, 
significant and rewarding 
thorough study. The 
guage reflects not only the warlike 
vigor and abruptness its people, but 
also their genius for meticulous organ- 
rigid structure and the proper 
subordination the parts whole. 
Spanish may majestic, Charles 
said, but may also sharply. stac- 
lazily flowing, the mood 
the speaker changes. The celebrated 
clarity and precision French has 
been gained the sacrifice the flexi- 
bility and picturesqueness English, 
which with its wealth synonyms 
where French has none, and its word- 
building facility, makes dictionary 
over twice the size the French. 
true that the two are perfectly com- 
plementary. This one reason, per- 
haps, why they have been used suc- 
cessfully dual official languages for 
treaties peace. United Press 
dispatch from London (July 24) in- 
forms that committee educa- 
tional authorities representing the 
United Nations governments exile 
(Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Greece, 
The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Yugoslavia and the Fighting French) 
made the following four concrete 
ommendations: (1) That both English 
and French introduced the high- 
grades the elementary schools 
jects (2) That the teaching English 


stressed all schools (3) That only 
English and French used inter- 
national meetings and conferences and 
(4) That all publications intended for 
international use published either 
panied substantial summaries 
those languages. prevent the ar- 
rangement from being one-sided, 
French would taught the ele- 
mentary schools the English-speak- 
ing countries. The committee, headed 
the Netherlands Minister Educa- 
tion, Gerritt Bolkestein, ‘made 
attempt find new international 
language, saying that sought sub- 
stitute for existing This 
highly significant recommenda- 
tion, though still hesitate accept 


The success our post-war world 
and its program for durable peace will 
depend essentially how well all its 
members understand each other. 
think shall agree that every nation 
should not have its character and 
identity reduced the dead level 
uniformity, according standard 
specifications set central au- 
thority. must therefore adopt the 
only other logical course, and encour- 
age each nation develop thorough- 
within the limits peaceful objec- 
tives, its own genius and its special 
contributions human progress. Each 
nation will then give expression 
these contributions these strivings 
and hopes its own language, for 
they will represented the truest 
light. One the tasks English 
teachers sharpen and refine our 
expression. Finally, every other Na- 
tion will endeavor become acquaint- 
with that contribution through large 
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numbers its citizens who know the 
language. Some one will perhaps say 
that that what have been doing 
for many years. don’t believe we’ve 
been doing consciously well. 
Other nations have not tried definitely 
explain themselves world com- 
munity; have made but few real 
attempts understand other peoples 
intimately; and except for the immi- 
grant groups, have had compara- 
tively few citizens who really possessed 
foreign tongue. 

The essence all this very sim- 
ple. must sure two-way com- 
munication between every member 
our “one world.” decree that 
all international traffic the mind 
must railroads our own partic- 
ular gauge, shall lose much prec- 
ious freight the transhipment. 
may very well from our selfish point 
view. But have you considered 
with what success Brazilian would 
understand Dante’s Divine Comedy, 
through the medium English 
translation, what would gained 
requiring Russian economist 
discuss his theories with Turk 
Basic English? Push this method 
the extreme, and becomes laughable 
—our “one world” would full 
bad English, badly written, badly spok- 
en, and blissfully misunderstood. 
think have all had the experience, 
perhaps after only three years’ study 
could say foreigner, “Won’t you 
please speak your own language; un- 
derstand better than your English.” 
For two-way communication, some 
the effort understand must come 
from us; must meet our neighbor 
half-way. may understand our 
English well, but will always ex- 

The Key Reporter, Vol. no. 


press his own thoughts best his own 
tongue. have justification 
concluding that what cannot make 
plain English isn’t worth both- 
ering about. 

There another aspect this 
way communication that merits atten- 
tion. Hundreds South Americans 
are coming this country now learn 
English. There will thousands 
them soon the war Here 
our opportunity learn from them, 
many things that they know better 
than we. John Erskine will say 
the Winter number the American 
Scholar,* “The culture South Amer- 
ica older and more deep-rooted than 
nore this contrast between South 
American and North American litera- 
ture, between the strength the hu- 
manistic tradition there, and the fee- 
bleness here. South Americans are 
aware the difference. Better for 
are kind neighbors waiting know 
better. need know them. 
might seek them out order learn; 
certain precious matters, might 
ready sit their feet. might, 
indeed, care what men hereafter 
will think us.” The stranger learn- 
ing English within our gates will learn 
many things about besides our lan- 
guage; the essential one will our 
attitude toward country, our will- 
ingness understand and appreciate 
what brings us. Language will 
barrier between and our 
understand him strives under- 
stand us; but the barriers must not fall 
one direction only. 

believe firmly that the civilization 
the post-war world will strongest 
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becomes alliance and even 
fusion the best and most representa- 
tive genius all nations. Hitler’s 
theory pure race and pure 
culture proved false history and 
practical experience. “No man 
nation island either. 
ciency, monopolies, tariff barriers, 
have place the thinking the fu- 
ture world. more can encour- 
age the national boundaries set 
our literary arts courses. One 
the fundamental duties our liberal 
arts instruction make plain the 
complete interdependence all man- 
kind. The old Latin phrase which de- 
fines humanism sets the 
consider that nothing 
which human foreign me.” The 
very air breathe our school- 
rooms charged with thoughts and 
concepts which never think trac- 
ing back their but did, 
should find ourselves untangling 
twisted skein threads leading 
nearly every people the earth. For 
more inspiring words have been 
written the last year than page 
the Report for 1941° the Rocke- 
feller Foundation, President Fos- 

world, far science and learning 
are concerned, definitely interna- 
tionalized, and whether wish 
not, indelible pattern unity has 
been woven into the society man- 
kind. 

“There not area activity 
which this cannot illustrated. 
American soldier wounded battle- 
field the Far East owes his life 
the Japanese scientist Kitasato who 
isolated the bacillus tetanus. 
Russian soldier saved blood trans- 

Page 10. 


fusion indebted Landsteiner, 
Austrian. German soldier shield- 
from typhoid fever with the help 
ish aviator North Africa escapes 
death from surgical infection because 
Frenchman, Pasteur, and German, 
Koch, elaborated new technique. 

the beneficiaries contributions 
knowledge made every nation the 
world. Our children are guarded from 
diphtheria what Japanese and 
German did; they are protected from 
smallpox Englishman’s work; 
they are saved from rabies because 
Frenchman; they are cured pella- 
gra through the researches Aus- 
trian. From birth death, they are 
surrounded invisible host—the 
spirits men who never thought 
terms flags boundary lines, and 
who never served lesser loyalty than 
the welfare mankind. 
that every individual group has 
produced anywhere the world has 
always been available serve the race 
men, regardless nation color 

behind geographical barriers. Thought 
cannot nationalized. The funda- 
mental unity civilization the un- 
ity its intellectual The 
foundations cooperative world 
have already been laid.” 

Our goal language teachers 
clear and challenging: develop 
our pupils complete mastery the 
language teach; train their 
minds grasp and evaluate the ideas 
which all men live; and create 
them such sense the interde- 
pendence all human knowledge and 
expression that they will listen humbly 
and seek understand, whether the 
language they hear English 
Swahili. 
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International Languages 
for One World 
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Address Mr. Haldore Hanson the Division Cultural Relations Before 
The New England Association Teachers English, 
Boston, Massachusetts, November 27, 


Mr. Aesop were considering the 

would probably reminded an- 
other animal story. His narrative 
would have tongue-in-cheek charac- 
ter, all his stories do, but behind his 
allegory would serious moral. His 
story might run follows: 

the olden days the animal 
kingdom each kind animal lived 
separate corner the world. The 
bears were isolated the forest. The 
horses lived themselves the plain 
and the goats were generally found 
the mountain sides. 

Each species animal, because 
was separated from the others, de- 
veloped its own language. This was 
natural because the animals did not 
see each other very often. 

Their isolation continued for thou- 
sands years until the changes 
climate led some creatures travel 
from one region another. With this 
travel there grew system trade. 
And trade led better communica- 
tions. Trails were worn 
plains and over the mountains. And 
finally, may telescope long 
story, the hippopotami developed 
ferry service across the rivers and seas, 
linking the whole animal kingdom 
one network communications. 


Thus the isolation which had caused 
the variety languages disappeared, 
but the languages themselves remained, 
There was need for some language 
several languages which different 
groups animals could 
with each other. 

Some learned animals experimented 
with artificial languages, but these 
were not very satisfactory. Then the 
proposal was made that the language 
one species animal might 
made universal tongue. few 
the hippopotami, for example, decided 
that since they were the sea traders 
and had spread all over the animal 
kingdom, their language was the most 
important. They would teach all other 
animals speak hippopotamus. The 
smaller animals protested that this was 
form imperialism. spokesman 
for the rabbits pointed out that his 
language had grown out the history 
the grasslands, and contained 
propriate figures speech such the 
sentence, “He thorn the flesh.” 
How could these land animals 
pected use the language the 
popotami which developed the riv- 
ers and seas, and contained such home 
metaphors as: “Dragging the red 
good language.” 

soon became evident that spe 
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cies animal could declare its own 
language the universal tongue. 
But out these discussions there came 
development. That was 
the increasing study many lan- 
guages. Those tongues which were es- 
pecially useful communications, 
which contained great literary works, 
widely known. And when 
the Council the Animal Kingdom 
recommended that all 
species animals should learn least 
one language beside their own. 
may surmise that years there 
would emerge this kingdom perhaps 
four five great languages between 
the species and all living creatures 
would able speak least one 
these well known tongues. 


That would the story con- 
temporary Aesop, but the facts are 
over-simplified. There are among 
mankind today, according the 
French Academy, fewer than 2,796 
different languages. The majority 
all people are cut off from communica- 
tion with each other the language 
barrier. 


This confusion languages was not 
difficult explain olden times when 
the world was divided mountains 
and seas into small compartments, each 
with its own language. Travel was 
slow and dangerous. Communication 
was difficult. 


But all this has changed. Fast 
transportation has caused the world 
shrink, and has brought peoples closer 
together. now have one science 
for one world. Communications are 
flashed instantaneously from one end 
the earth the other. 


such age shrinking distance 


the conflict language remains 
should meet street Boston 
donkey caravan, covered wagon, 
stagecoach, circuit rider and horse- 
drawn street car, all intermingled with 
the motorbus, the limousine and the 
jeep. 

Physical unity the world al- 
ready emerging, but the universal con- 
sciousness which should draw together 
the peoples this world still lack- 
ing, because the thinking mankind 
have attained tongue, several 
tongues, which can comprehended 
most people, cannot have uni- 
versal consciousness, and with that, 
universal conscience. 


Many solutions have been proposed 
for the language problem. For nearly 
thousand years after the fall Rome 
scholars expected Latin reestablish 
itself the international language 
Europe, and perhaps the whole 
world. That dream was ended the 
rise nationalism Europe and the 
flowering national literatures. 
worth noting, however, that Latin was 
the language the Hapsburg Court 
Austria-Hungary until the first 
World War, less than years ago. 


The downfall Latin impelled men 
seek out another solution. They 
experimented with various artificial 
tongue. More than 100 artificial lan- 
guages have been devised since the mid- 
the seventeenth century. The 
best known Esperanto, invented 
1887 Russian physician named 
Zamenhof. Esperanto looks like Span- 
ish and sounds like Italian. There 
international society which pro- 
motes this language and publishes 
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journal. has been used 
some international conferences. To- 
day years have elapsed since the 
language was invented, yet the num- 
ber its adherents has been estimated 
more than 40,000. not 
necessary here analyse the reasons 
for its failure spread more 
Judged historical experience, the 
artificial language has been tried and 
found inadequate. 


This led the proposal that one liv- 
ing language should chosen the 
universal auxiliary tongue, which all 
nations would use for international 
communications while retaining their 
own national speech. 


The proposal has actually been ap- 
plied Japanese military leaders 
regional basis. they se- 
lected Japanese the international 
language. Military governors from 
Japan are now prohibiting the official 
use English the regimes the 
Philippines, Malaya and Burma. 
They have banned the use Dutch 
officials the Dutch East Indies. The 
Japanese language has been forcibly 
installed the international language 
Greater East Asia. Thousands 
language classes have been set for 
the teaching Japanese the offi- 
cials that region. Japanese re- 
quired all the schools. 


This Japanese procedure has one 
obvious disadvantage. arouses na- 
tional sensibilities every country 
where there exists even spark na- 
tional pride. The program, carried 
out the Japanese, has beer called 
cultural imperialism, and that what 
is. The spread any lan- 
guage carries with the earmarks 
cultural domination. 


The United States Government has 


policy international languages, 
This policy enunicated the 
partment State under its cultural 
relations program. 

Our Government hopes widen 
the use several international lan- 
guages, each which the mother 
tongue part the world and un- 
sons other regions the world. 


Our Government program 
procal, giving and receiving lan- 
guages. seek build every 
nation larger community citizens 
who can use English. the same 
time urge our own citizens learn 
foreign languages. This not 
program achieve one language for 
one world. not panacea, 
effort break down the 
barriers separating the major lan- 
guage groups the world. The pro 
gram maintains due respect for the 
cultural heritage every nation. 


You will ask: What are these 
great international languages which 
our Government endorses? They can- 
not chosen arbitrarily, the Japa- 
nese have tried todo. Such languages 
will emerge their own merits, each 
serving commercial political 
scholarly need. may cite several 
obvious candidates. There are two 
languages which the sun never 
sets: Russian and English. English 
the mother tongue over most two 
continents—North America and Aus 
tralia. Spanish spoken over most 
one continent and has great 
erary tradition. German become 
widely used medium science, just 
French has been the instrument 
diplomacy. The Asiatic languages will 
require greater attention. Chinese 
spoken more people than any 
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other living tongue, yet the United 
States, excluding those Chinese an- 
cestry, there are not persons 
million who can speak read Chi- 
nese. The Arabic language, though 
spoken only estimated mil- 
lion persons, the language Islam 
and one the truly international, in- 
terracial 
tongues. Its speakers are scattered 
over 10,000 miles the earth’s sur- 
face, stretching across North Africa 
and Central Asia the borders 
China. You might suggest other can- 
didates. 

All these languages are likely 
growing importance interna- 
tional relations. 


should like describe the war- 
time work our Government pro- 
moting the study international lan- 
guages, but first useful mention 
some the agencies which are con- 
tributing this program. 

The Division Cultural Relations 
the Department State charged 
with the planning the Government 
program cultural relations. The 
Office the Coordinator Inter- 
American Affairs has made out- 
standing contribution the promotion 
English study the other Ameri- 
can republics, and Spanish and 
Portuguese the United States. The 
Office Education has also promoted 
the study Spanish and Portuguese 
this country. The United States 
Army has supported classes Ameri- 
can colleges for great variety for- 
eign languages. The Navy has given 
training Japanese several thou- 
sand its men. these activi- 


ties may regarded contributing 
one reciprocal program. 


Special attending the 
relations the United States with the 
other American republics have led 
recent years emphasis cul- 
tural relations within the Western 
Hemisphere. That useful start- 
ing point for survey language 
study. 

When talk about English teach- 
ing the other American republics, 
think first the cultural institutes. 
For more than ten years there has 
been growing each the other 
American republics one more cul- 
tural institutes which bring together 
the local United States residents with 
the citizens each country. 
tural institute educational club. 
generally possesses club house 
suite rooms. These institutes 
bear some resemblance the Pan 
American Societies Boston, Chi- 
cago, San Francisco and number 
other cities the United States. 
There are Central and South Amer- 
ica such societies dedicated the 
building better understanding 
ward the people the United States. 


Each institute emphasizes the study 
English nationals and the study 
Spanish Portuguese residents 
from the United States. The major- 
ity English students are adults, in- 
cluding many local government offi- 
cials, school teachers and merchants. 
The Institute Caracas offers special 
classes for Venezuelan laborers, and 
the Institute Florianopolis has 
class for eighty Brazilian army 
cers. Our Government gives some 
financial assistance these institutes. 


Agencies Washington also have 
assisted setting United States 
libraries the capitals Mexico, 
Nicaragua and Uruguay. Each 
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these libraries has organized English 
classes. 

More than 7,200 citizens other 
American republics are studying Eng- 
lish the cultural institutes 
braries. This figure was derived from 
survey September, 1943, based 
upon the latest reports available 
that time. Our Government then had 
sent United States English teach- 
ers aid these classes. 
tutes also employed scores local 
teachers. 

reach some the school chil- 
dren the other American republics 
our Government has found great as- 
set the primary schools and high 
schools established throughout the 
hemisphere citizens the United 
States. Many schools were set 
church organizations. Scores were 
organized American industrial 
trading Some the best 
institutions were founded groups 
United States citizens who were 
seeking suitable education for their 
own children. Regardless origin, 
nearly all the schools have welcomed 
the children nationals, and have 
generally given them good training 
English. report prepared 1941 
listed 509 these American-founded 
schools the Western Hemisphere, 
outside the United States. The 
total enrollment was more than 50,- 
000, whom estimated 20,000 
were the children nationals. Re- 
cently our Government has extended 
limited financial assistance few 
the independent American schools. 

The radio another channel for 
the teaching English the Western 
Hemisphere. This comparatively 
new development education. 
Colombia, for example, two United 
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States teachers have developed their 
own radio English texts. They 
been broadcasting English lessons 
four cities Colombia. diffieult 
learn how many persons listen 
such but estimate may 
based the fact that 13,000 per 
sons purchased the necessary radio 
textbooks during period 
months. the present time 
the most outstanding achievement 
teaching English radio the West- 
ern Hemisphere. The Office the 
ordinator now broadcasting English 
lessons cities Central and 
South America. The number 
teners must total several tens 
sands. 

Since you are accustomed 
room techniques, you may reasonably 
skeptical whether radio can take 
the place the classroom for foreign 
students. That question which 
our Government has given 
able thought. Present experience 
would indicate that the chief value 
guage study. lessons have 
moted the enrollment adults 
evening classes public schools. The 
also give listening practice 
those already familiar with element- 
ary English. 

The radio broadcast consists 
actual English class conducted front 
the microphone. Some the 
dents are good. Some are not 
The has many the appeals 
quiz program, and the teacher 
requires the skill master cere 
monies make the program lively. 

Those then are the types English 
classes the Western Hemisphere 
which our Government has given sup 
port. shall name them again. The 
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institutes and libraries enroll 
more than 7,200 students. The Unit- 
States Central and South 
America reach estimated 20,000 
children nationals. And the radio 
English classes reach several tens 
thousands. 

The results are admittedly small 
and the problem great. can find 
some encouragement the old Chi- 
nese proverb that even walk 1,000 
miles must begin with one step. 
have taken the first step. There are 
more than 100,000,000 persons the 
Western Hemisphere whose mother 
tongue Spanish, Portuguese 
French. generally conceded 
that the only agency which will 
able spread general knowledge 
English among large population 
the public school system, just the 
teaching Spanish and Portuguese 
the United States must rest largely 
upon the public schools. 


Government schools the other 
American republics are 
forming excellent work the teaching 
English, and they are requesting 
assistance from the United States 
the training their English teachers. 

Haiti, for example, the Govern- 
ment 1942 made the teaching 
English compulsory all primary 
and secondary schools. Our Govern- 
ment sent group ten United States 
English teachers and supervisors as- 
sist training the Haitian teachers. 

the Dominican the 
Government this year made English 
teaching compulsory for all students 
above the fifth primary grade. Our 
Government has sent three English 
specialists advisers. 

Brazil English required the 
last three years high school. There 
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are the present time over 200,000 
Brazilian children studying English. 

where foreign lan- 
guage required but the student may 
make his own choice, per cent 
the high school pupils have chosen 
this year. only re- 
cently replaced French the first for- 
eign language the schools Ecua- 
dor. 

sum up, English required 
course the schools out 
the other American republics. 
tive course. 

English teachers most those 
countries are constantly asking our 
diplomatic missions whether the Unit- 
States Government can provide va- 
cation training for English teachers. 

One solution has been the special 
seminars organized our Cultural 
Relations officers the field. in- 
teresting example was the gathering 
English teachers the capital 
Ecuador August and September, 
1943. Thirty-nine the teachers 
were men and eight were women. The 
teachers came from cities and 
different schools. They ranged age 
from 64. For weeks they took 
intensive course which included 

From 9:00 10:00 M.—Gram- 
mar and Rhetoric. 

From 10:00 11:00—Spoken 
English. 

From 11:00 until Noon—Methods 
teaching English. 


During the afternoon 
trant was busy with his homework. 
Each was required read one book 
English the history the Western 
Hemisphere, one American novel, one 
other prose work, and one anthology 
American poetry. These teachers 
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also listened English lectures. They 
watched motion pictures with English 
soundtracks. They heard radio broad- 
casts from the United States. The 
Minister Education indicated his 
approval giving special diploma 
each teacher who completed the 
seminar. 

Similar vacation seminars have al- 
ready been held Brazil, Nicaragua 
and the Dominican Republic. Plans 
are completed for Peru and Colombia. 


more thorough method raising 
the standard English teaching 
the bringing groups English 
teachers the United States for vaca- 
tion courses. group ten Mexican 
teachers selected the Mexican Min- 
istry Education was brought the 
United States during January and 
February, 1943. They spent month 
the University North Carolina, 
taking review course English. 
Each teacher was later given month 
observation public school. 


Another group teachers from 
Ecuador, Costa Rica, Guatemala and 
Honduras spent the past summer at- 
tending courses English Mills 
College and the Universities Michi- 
gan and Texas. This group attended 
the Boston-Concord English Seminar, 
and later spent period observing the 
teaching methods our schools 
the eastern half the United 
States. 

much larger group English 
teachers expected visit this coun- 
try during the coming year. those 
who attended the Boston Seminar may 
agree, the visit the foreign teachers 
not only benefits foreign schools, but 
builds among our own teachers com- 
munity interest toward English 
teachers all over the world. 


much for the assistance Eng- 
lish study among our neighbors. Our 
Government has been less interested 
the promotion Spanish and 
Portuguese study this country. 

1941, largely result the 
Good Neighbor policy, Spanish 
placed French the first foreign lan- 
guage United States colleges and 
universities. survey about 500 
colleges and universities the autumn 
1942 revealed, round numbers, 
82,000 students Spanish, 50,000 
French and 45,000 German. 

The study Portuguese colleges 
had increased similarly. During the 
1942-1943 school year the number 
American colleges offering Portuguese 
increased from 75. 


The spread Spanish the prim- 
ary schools and high schools has been 
phenomenal. The state Texas early 
1942 offered Spanish all its 
lie school pupils above the third grade, 
total 225,000 Texas children 
were enrolled these classes during 
the past school year. The city Los 
Angeles offering Spanish from the 
first grade up. That means that pu- 
pils begin their foreign language 
the age six. 

These figures are significant for the 
future, because the million more 
students studying Spanish Portu- 
guese our schools and colleges range 
age from 22. another gen- 
eration they will the block publie 
opinion which will carry the Good 
Neighbor policy. 

The study Spanish adults 
perhaps more accurate gauge the 
importance Spanish immediate 
world affairs. our nation’s capital, 
for example, the Inter-American 
Training Center for Government em- 


ployes has enrolled more than 3,000 
students Spanish during single 
year. addition this center there 
are Washington classes Span- 
ish the Department Agriculture 
and one more classes for adults 
the Y.W.C.A., the American Associa- 
tion University Women, the Navy 
Department, the Inter-American De- 
fense Board, the public evening 
schools, the numerous commercial lan- 
guage schools and the local universi- 
ties. probable that there are more 
than 5,000 Government employes 
Washington studying Spanish outside 
office hours and their own ex- 
pense. 

Commercial radio stations the 
United States are now 
Spanish lessons, and the many Pan- 
American societies throughout the 
United States are offering Spanish 
and Portuguese, just the cultural 
institutes offer English. 

This reciprocity language study, 
emphasizing English for our neighbors 
and Spanish Portuguese for our 
own citizens, the cornerstone cul- 
tural relations. 


IV. 


this language program extends 
into Europe and Asia, found that 
the study English far more wide- 
spread outside the United States 
than the reciprocal study foreign 
languages inside our country. 

The Soviet Union, for example, an- 
nounced last August that the study 
English had been made compulsory 
two-thirds all Soviet schools. 
can point such study Russian 
our high schools. 

Germany and France have offered 
English their schools elective 
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basis, similar the study German 
and French the United States. 

the smaller European countries 
the study English has reached sur- 
prising proportions. 1934 English 
was made the first foreign language 
the Latvian schools, although Rus- 
sia and Germany are Latvia’s neigh- 
bors. English has been taught all 
the schools Yugoslavia. The Swed- 
ish Royal Commission has recom- 
mended the universal adoption Eng- 
lish study, rather than German, for 
Swedish children. The Norwegians, 
who need second language their 
merchant marine, chose English for 
their schools. 

The Near East presents similar 
picture. the eastern end the 
Mediterranean, our Government has 
invaluable cultural asset 
group six American colleges found- 
last century religious 
groups. These colleges are longer 
denominational, but they still draw 
some financial support from the Near 
East College Association New 
York. The prestige their English 
studies Egypt, Syria and Turkey 
has been continuing stimulus the 
study English those countries. 
The American colleges Bulgaria 
and Greece are temporarily closed. 

the Far East group Ameri- 
can Christian colleges China and 
Japan have been major influence 
upon the study English for more 
than half English has been 
the first foreign language both 
China and Japan. 
reported that eight out the ten 
members the Chinese National 
Cabinet speak 

this world-wide survey men- 
tion has been made the excellent 
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cultural relations program conducted 
the British Council, which also 


interested English teaching. Brit- 
ish activities are especially strong 


the Near East. The Council, its 
reports for the year ending March, 
mentioned British teachers 
English sent Turkey. The British 
Cultural Institute Madrid, Spain, 
had over 1,400 students English. 
Sweden the British Council gave assis- 
tance 1942 vacation schools for 
teachers English, attended 500 
Swedish teachers. 

Here the United States our Gov- 
ernment stressing the study for- 
eign languages. Despite 

language studies, have 

made remarkable strides during this 
war. 1941 the American Council 
Learned Societies Washington, 
using funds from the Rockefeller 
Foundation, began set courses 
for the intensive teaching differ- 
ent languages, exclusive French, 
German, Spanish and Italian. the 
first year the Council organized 
courses these languages. The 
courses were taught universities. 
More important than the courses them- 
selves was the development teaching 
tools. dictionaries had ever been 
written for many African and Asiatic 
languages. There were grammar 
books, conversation textbooks, 
recordings speech natives. Near- 
all this tooling for language 
teaching has now been completed. 
The work has been described one 
official the greatest coordinated 
study foreign languages human 
history. 

The methods used the Council 
for teaching foreign languages may al- 
ter the future methods language 
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study the United States. Ameri 
cans have always wanted 
quickly, and that the purpose 
tensive language teaching. The 
dent devotes his full time 
study, and reading about the areas 
which the language spoken. His 
week generally includes hours 
classroom instruction linguist, 
hours drill native speaker, 

This schedule continued 
weeks and then, after period rest, 

another six weeks. 


When the Army and Navy found 
they needed more language specialists 
than were available uniform, the 
armed services began send soldiers 
and sailors back college study 
languages. The Army took over from 
the Council Learned Societies the 
techniques intensive language 
study. The Army used many the 
same textbooks, and some the same 
teachers. There are now reported 
10,000 more army students 
studying Japanese, Chinese, Russian 
and many lesser known languages. Out 
the Army and Navy training pro 

grams are likely come many the 
who will make possible the ex- 
pansion foreign language courses 
our schools after the war. 

This war-time program may make 
another permanent contribution the 
study languages. There have grown 
certain universities outstanding 
language departments specializing 
the lesser known languages. These 
departments include the African lan- 
guages the University Pennsyl- 
vania, and the languages southeast 
Asia Yale. 


The Army and Navy are not the 
only agencies interested languages 
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during the war. The Department 
Agriculture has graduate school 
which the largest the Federal 
Government. Since 
this school has added eight languages 
its curriculum. These 
Japanese, Chinese, Malay, Hindu, 
Arabic, Russian, Czech and Dutch. 

Another civilian program lan- 
guage study was developed em- 
ployees the Office Foreign 
nomic Administration. survey was 
made the personnel this agency 
find which persons were interested 
studying foreign language. Then 
another canvass was made find 
whether there were available within 
the agency persons who could teach 
these languages. The result re- 
markable evening school which of- 
fering Chinese, Arabic, Russian, Ma- 
lay, Turkish, French and German. 
The teachers are all volunteers. This 
idea spreading other agencies 
Washington. 

There are already grounds hope 
that the United States will rise out 
its present position most backward 
among world powers the study 
languages, and will instead assume 
position leadership both the 
linguistics and the num- 
ber its citizens who can speak for- 
eign tongues. 


V 
Our Government, was pointed 
out, does not hope for one universal 
language our generation, but an- 


ticipates the broader use several in- 
ternational languages. 


English teachers you are nat- 
urally interested knowing what the 
chances may for our own mother 
tongue, the English language, con- 


tinue one the international 
languages. shall devote the remain- 
der remarks three the rea- 
sons why English likely grow 
prestige. These reasons may sum- 
marized follows: 

First, English exceeded 
other language its storehouse 
technical knowledge and the rich- 
ness its literature. 

Second, English surpassed 
other Western language the 
ity its word structure. 

And third, English has been carried 
the ends the earth political 
prestige and commercial interests, 
which are not likely diminish our 
lifetime. 

defense need offered for the 
greatness which English has attained 
storehouse knowledge. Last 
year the Rector the National Uni- 
versity Colombia declared radio 
address 

“Tt can positively stated that 
without least reading knowledge 
English would next impos- 
sible for student one our tech- 
nical schools—engineering, chemistry, 
agronomy, pharmacy—to keep with 
his studies, because practically all 
modern books these specialized 
fields are English.” 

The assertion that English simp- 
ler word structure than any other 
Western language requires proof. 
provide that proof may helpful 
review little history. You must 
for the story begins with our earliest 
ancestors. interesting story. 

Dr. Hubert Jagger, the British 
philologist points out, our ancestors 
probably began speak kind 
babble that was confusing even 
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themselves. Their words had regu- 
lar relationship each other. Out 
this confusion came one the early 
principles speech: that the relation- 
ship between two words, say adjec- 
tive and noun, can indicated 
adding both words the same ending. 
Thus find Latin the phrase 
“good master” expressed dominus 
bonus. That principle, you know, 
has been called concord. still 
found majority European lan- 
guages. 

Concord was employed primitive 
languages build word structure 
which was far more complex than most 
contemporary languages. Professor 
Jagger cites the Zulu language, 
which every noun belongs one six- 
teen classes, each with movable pre- 
fixes and suffixes. 

Classical Greek and Latin were 
also complicated. The regular Greek 
noun had terminations. The 
jective had endings and the verb 
had more than 500 forms. 

Latin was not much better. 
tives had endings, and regular 
verbs had 133 forms. 

Colloquial Latin began slough off 
some these endings. the seventh 
century, D., under the shock 
barbarian conquest, colloquial Latin 
split into dialects which became Ital- 
ian, Spanish, Portuguese, French and 
Roumanian. 

All these languages are simpler 
than Latin, and make more use 
word order, rather than variable suf- 
fixes. But they have not cast off en- 
tirely the burden concord. The 
French adjective still possesses four 
terminations. The French regular 
verb has forms, against the Eng- 
lish four. 


The Teutonic languages passed 
through similar process 
tion. Gothic had end- 
ings. Old English, descendent 
Gothic, reduced this number eight. 
Modern English has only one. 


the evidence this brief sum- 
mary, progress has been from the com- 
plex the simple. All languages have 
worked slowly toward the elimination 
variable word endings. English 
has been more thorough-going than 
other languages achieving this sim- 
plicity. Perhaps that because Eng- 
lish developed island isolated 
the English Channel. 

Professor Jagger states that the 
shaking down the English language 
has left with the largest vocabulary 
any living speech today, yet the 
English language can pack into giv- 
quantity sound greater quan- 
tity meaning than most languages 
can. 


This quality has many merits. For 
example, Robert Louis Stevenson’s 
Treasure Island contains 
words. When translated into Italian 
contains 88,000 words. The Italian 
uses per cent more words. The 
difference quantity sound even 
greater, because the Italian word 
endings. Stevenson’s book English 
contains 94,000 syllables; Italian 
212,000, more than twice many. 
other words read this book 
Italian, either aloud silently, would 
require twice much time the Eng- 
lish version. this principle 
plied the classroom, the Italian 
lege student must sit twice long 
the American student hear the same 
lectures. 


lesser degree this true 
French. Swiss correspondent 
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Washington, who writes for French 
language paper, remarked the other 
day that telegraphs all his copy 
English because the wordage would 
them French. the present cable 
rate cents per word, the amount 
money saved using English 
tremendous. Similar economy would 
noticeable using English over 
the long distance telephone. 

The German language, all the 
present-day European tongues, comes 
nearest English economy words 
and sound. The New Testament, 
both English and German, con- 
tains 180,000 words. 
English slightly more economical. 
The English Testament contains 250,- 
000 syllables, the German 280,000. 
The difference about per cent. 

This intrinsic simplicity English 
may factor its increasing use 
foreign students. 

But have not yet touched upon 
the third and most important factor 
which will cause language rise 
decline. There have been great 
literary languages the past which 
have died. There have 
guages which contained virtually all 
the knowledge the western world 
single era, and they are now dead. 
Where the speech the ancient 
Egyptians? Where the speech 
Babylon which lasted for thousand 
years? The answer that the politi- 
eal influence Egypt and Babylon 
died, and with that influence the lan- 
guage died also. 

Great languages have always been 
associated with 
with commercial convenience, and 
with cultural superiority. 
political influence has generally been 
the deciding factor. 


Alexander the Great made Greek 
the general speech the Near East. 
Arabic accompanied the Moslems into 
Persia, Syria, Asia Minor, North 
Africa and Spain. 

the time Louis the lav- 
ishness the French Court and the 
brilliance French literature made 
that language the symbol good 
breeding and the language diplo- 
macy. This has continued our own 
time, for French still the official 
language the League Nations. 

The British merchant marine has 
made English the lingua franca 
world trade. British traveller re- 
turning home from Japan 1910 
wrote that English was the language 
the ship’s every port 
Asia, including Shanghai, Hongkong, 
Singapore, Penang, Colombo, Suez 
and Port Said. 

come down recent world 
events, may amused letter 
the Editor the London Times 
1935. The letter reads: 

“My dear Editorship, 

Poland and want English 
learn. want this tongue know, 
which most popular the worl, the 
tongue which speak Englishmen, the 
ruler two-thirds the world.” 

During the last war Count Bern- 
storff was the Ambassador for Ger- 
many Washington until the United 
States declared war. later wrote 
his Memoirs: 

“It was fate during the war 
occupy position that brought 
into the sharpest conflict with Eng- 
land, for Washington the diploma- 
tic duel was almost exclusively be- 
tween Germany and England. this 
struggle England proved victorious 
Her victory was facilitated 
the predominance the English lan- 
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guage. fancy would not incor- 
rect say that the English language 
won the war.” 

That high praise for your pro- 
fession English teaching. this 
war also our enemies have honored 
our language. The London 
press reported 1939 that when the 
two Axis foreign Ministers met 
business, Herr von Ribbentrop and 
Count Ciano found most convenient 
speak English. There was also 
the exchange letters between the 
Japanese scholar Noguchi and the In- 
dian leader Tagore. 
sponded English. 

Last June London meeting 
representatives the Allied Ministers 
Education recommended the estab- 
universal auxiliary language after the 
war. There was reported slight 
leaning favor English. 

There can little doubt that Eng- 
lish will emerge from this war with 
even greater prestige. 


closing, may noted that our 
government language program faces 
two great challenges. The first comes 
from abroad, and the second here 
home. 

foreign countries there 
eagerness among many people learn 
English, but the number qualified 
teachers inadequate. Whenever 


our Government receives requests for 


epcially from foreign schools groups 
teachers, shall try provide in- 
formation the technique teaching 
English foreign language. 

Here home find comparatively 
few our citizens who know the lan- 
guage and culture our great Allies, 
Russia and China; our enemy, Jap- 
an; and many other countries 
Europe and Asia. Encouragement 
will given educational authorities 
provide facilities for the teaching 
these languages. 

takes little the edi- 
tor the New York Times recently 
pointed out, “to envisage the time 
when Americans must either improve 
their ability with foreign languages 
find themselves serious disad- 
vantage the post-war world. For 
one relationship another shall 
find increasing number our peo 
ple spread out all over the globe. 
Their missions may eco- 
nomic industrial. Lacking 
edge the languages those with 
whom they work they will suffer 
proportion their lack understand- 
ing the cultures they encounter.” 

this process exchange lan- 
guages, the teaching English 
abroad and foreign languages home, 
our Government expects break down 
the language barriers for millions 
school children. These children will 
the citizens the next generation, 
which may win lose the 


How British Schools are Helping 
Prepare the Citizens 


Tomorrow 
HILDA BEAL 


British Information Services 
Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20, 


WAS September 1939, when 

Britain entered World War 

Since then she has known the threat 
invasion, has learned the meaning 
experienced the mobiliza- 
tion man and woman power 
and the significance “total war”. 
Today 65% the working population 
engaged directly war activities. 
Today Britain remains land com- 
plete black out night, private 
severe rationing food and 
clothes, and restrictions every 
conceivable sort. land where 
one home five, and one elementary 
school twenty, has been damaged 
destroyed. 

Meantime, how have the children 
fared 

Mr. Butler, Minister for 
Education, unanimously expressed the 
voice the people when said, “In 
the Youth the nation have our 
greatest asset.” And throughout 
Britain’s war effort, one the major 
concerns the Government has been 
the health, welfare, and education 
the children. Again self-evident 
that educational standards-must not 
relaxed. This technical war re- 
quiring constant flow the best 
young minds the armed forces and 


285 


defense work. the same time, 
there the future. The citizens to- 
morrow must have the best possible 
physical, mental, and moral training, 
ensure our sacrifices have not been 
vain. 

Today more, and not less, money 
being spent 

her fifth year war (and now 
that the many bombings have ceased 
for all time, hope,) Britain has 
been able develop her wartime rou- 
tine. All children school age are 
now receiving full-time instruction, 
either their own schools temp- 
orary buildings. There are, course, 
still over half million children per- 
manently evacuated for the duration, 
scattered over the countryside, and ab- 
sorbed their district schools. 

The Government has worked contin- 
uously for the welfare youth. The 
Ministers Education, Health and 
Labour, have turn interpreted the 
will the Government (which “the 
people”) the various Local Eduea- 
tion Authorities. Circulars outlining 
various requirements reach the Local 
Education Authorities, which are duly 
carried out. 

School life normally starts five, 
but children become the concern the 
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Government even before they are born. 
All expectant mothers receive pint 
milk day free reduced price 
(it will remembered that milk ra- 
tioned two pints week for adults, 
while children under five have priority 
rights over milk, oranges, eggs, fruit 
juices and cod liver oil. They are al- 
reduced price, four eggs adult 
one (which about one month 
winter). Since twenty-five percent 
the married women Britain are em- 
ployed wartime industry, there 
now accommodation for well over 100,- 
000 children under five wartime 
nurseries, while there has been big 
increase the pre-war nursery classes 
for children three five the ele- 
mentary schools industrial areas. 


regards the older children the 
elementary, central, 
schools, ranging ages from five 
18, the Government took steps 
avoid any acute teacher shortage. Men 
teachers have been deferred over the 
age 35, and over teaching 
mathematics, chemistry physics 
secondary school, while women teach- 
ers have not been allowed leave the 
profession. Single women Britain 
are conscripted between the ages 
and 45. Teaching work national 
importance, which women must re- 
main. Women not retire mar- 
riage, neither now compulsory 
retire pension 60. Young teach- 
ers leaving college university are 
now equally “rationed” among the Lo- 
eal Education Authorities. Much more 
could written the avoidance 
teacher shortage—however, the point 
that real effort has been made 
maintain the standard staffing 
schools. 


The atmosphere life 
mains much the same, even though the 
scars bombs are around the 
building, and there rattle gas 
masks, and continued A.R.P. prac 
tices. regards the school 
lum, the main tendency has been 
keep normal possible. solid 
foundation wanted now ever. But 
everyone knows, the war has given 
reality and new meaning his- 
tory, geography, science and other sub- 
jects. world war and coun- 
try where food severely rationed, 
geography has real meaning. Children 
learn why they never see lemons, 
bananas, grapefruit; why candy 
rationed two ounces week; why 
there are only two ounces butter 
week, and on. the realm raw 
materials, children realize why clothes 
are rationed coupons year, and 
why such things furniture cannot 
bought without permit. History, 
course, has become much more realis- 
tic. the midst war form 
government” has meaning, and whilst 
history the making, eyes are 
turned the future. This global 
war, maps hang everywhere revealing 
the smallness the world which 
live. longer live remote 
from our neighbors when bombers span 
the Atlantic less then twelve hours, 
when Flying Fortresses and Lancas- 
ters travel day and night into the 
heart Europe. 


Even children realize new world 
lies ahead us. must know more 


our neighbors, particularly our 
Allies—the Americans, the Chinese 
and the Russians. Naturally the pres- 
ence American fighter planes, equip- 
ment, and the doughboys, have brought 
America closer. Bibliographies dealing 
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with the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R. have 
recently been issued the Board 
Education for the use teachers. 
the same time pamphlets were issued 
offering some suggestions the line 
approach, and special courses 
varying lengths American History 
and background have been arranged 
for teachers. 

the realm written work 
and practical work that the limitations 
war are felt. Paper (that 
commodity country where wrap- 
ping paper illegal except for wrap- 
ping food), has used sparingly. 
Boys and girls have exercise care 
and thought the use textbooks 
well paper. The principal equip- 
ment every classroom 
board and chalk (and perhaps 
the best equipment still for real teach- 
ing). Apparatus one kind and an- 
other difficult get, but 
haps has thrown little more that 
old-fashioned virtue effort the 
child! Materials for handwork are 
sometimes non-existent. boys 
“shop” make and mend school appara- 
tus, girls sewing lessons mend and 
renovate. There ingenious devis- 
ing new things out old, which 
after all has wholesome effect the 
children. Meantime spare time activi- 
ties are the nature tending the 
school garden collecting salvage; aid- 
ing war bond drives; keeping pigs, 
poultry rabbits; making toys (as 
they have almost disappeared) col- 
lecting acorns, chestnuts hips; 
some activity that fills them with zest 
and enthusiasm because real con- 
tribution the war effort. 


Britain, course, many boys 
and girls leave school the age 
15. Those attending 


ondary schools, about 25% the 
school population, leave 18, 
after which all boys and girls are con- 
scripted. All boys the Forces 
18, unless specially selected for re- 
quired science technical course 
university. Girls can only proceed 
college university they are defi- 
nitely going take some required 
profession like teaching, medicine, so- 
cial welfare youth leadership. 


Then there the all-important task 
maintaining the health the chil- 
dren. Regular medical and dental in- 
spections continue, but much has been 
accomplished way feeding the 
children. Because food rationing se- 
vere, the “milk scheme 
(first introduced 1906, for neces- 
sitous children) has been extended 
that all children can have one-third 
pint milk each morning. Then the 
“meals school” has been extended, 
that the combined efforts the 
Ministries Food, Health and Educa- 
tion are now responsible for providing 
hot mid-day dinner (meat and two 
vegetables, and good English pud- 
ding) schools for the majority 
the children. They pay about dime, 
cover costs. waived neces- 
sitous cases. Games and physical exer- 
cise play their usual important role. 
The Ministry Health has particu- 
larly watchful eye the children, and 
result, the health the children 
Britain has never been better. 
London boy years age to- 
day 2.4 inches taller and 10.2 
pounds heavier than his father was 
the same age; and girl 2.1 inches 
taller and 13.4 pounds heavier than 
her mother the same relative period. 
Professor Chemical Pathology 
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London University, the greater height 
and weight and the general high level 
British health could attributed 
large part the controlled wartime 
diet. urged continuation scien- 
tific feeding after the war. 

word commendation might 
inserted here for the teachers Brit- 
ain. Their work has been quite right- 
designated work national im- 
portance. They are not only teaching 
facts and training the young mind, but 
taking their share 
many are associated with the pre- 
training scheme, with youth move- 
ments recreational centers their 
“spare time”, well performing 
extra duties fire watchers their 
own school premises and their own 
homes. Regulations for Civilian De- 
fense have not been relaxed. 


regards the welfare children, 
many whom have parents out 
war jobs, the main anxiety has been 
that there shall children playing 
the streets, locked out their 
homes. Therefore principals schools 
have organized after-school play 
recreational centers, with rota 
teachers take their turn super- 
vision. meet the tide juvenile 
delinquency, the Government now re- 
quires the registration all boys and 
girls 16. Local Youth Committees 
(that have been set Government 
request under the auspices the Lo- 
cal Education Authorities) then dis- 
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cover those who are not already 
ciated with some youth movement, 
Such boys and girls are then inter 
viewed and introduced some organi- 
zation calculated appeal, whether 
the Boy Scouts, Girl Guides. 
church group. Meantime many boys 
and girls are 
scheme. There are over 220,000 boys 
from the age the Army Cadet 
Corps which close affiliation with 
the Home Guard. Then one out four 
boys between the ages and 18, 
the Air Training Corps. The Sea 
Cadet Corps again has popular 
peal. For girls between the ages 
there the Girls Training 
Corps, give them 
lent training for any form national 
service. British youth playing its 
part magnificently. 

Much more could written about 
British schools, British youth activi- 
ties, and British concern for the 
fare its young people. However the 
story does not stop here. extends 
into the future, for already Mr. 
the Minister for Education, hag 
presented his White Paper 
tional Reconstruction” 
The White Paper embodies the recom- 
mendations put forward many 
cational organizations. The discussion 
has evoked all over the country 
splendid testimony Britain’s 
tions for the future. 
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Reclaiming Education 


REV. HUGH BLUNT 
Pastor, Church St. John the Evangelist 
Cambridge, Mass. 


REMEMBER our pilgrimage 
some years ago. The 

gust heat was terrific. The com- 
mon-sense siesta the natives 
was waste time rest- 
less Americans. sat 
sprawled the hotel terrace and 
baked and baked. The world was dead, 
save for the thousands birds that 
wheeled above the shrine St. Fran- 
and chattered the wing. Out 
the stillness some one remarked casual- 
gathering home for an- 
other sermon from Saint Francis.” 
often think that remark, for feel 
about time had another sermon 
from the saint, rather that lis- 
tened again the one preached 
the birds long ago. St. Francis 
preaching the birds been 
eternal subject for the makers poe- 
try and music and art. have senti- 
mentalized solely lesson for Be- 
Kind-to-Animals-Week. Even that 
all right far goes. But that 
all see sadly miss the 
whole point. St. Francis was mere 
sentimentalist. was not, quaint 
queer. Life was serious proposition 
tohim. was not concerned with 
birds much, but with the eternal 
destiny man. And preached 
birds, was because knew that 
men were listening. The audience 
birds was but the occasion for him 
bring home men the tremendous 
truth the Providence God. That 
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was, indeed, the whole purpose his 
life, protest against the materialism 
and the growing communism his 
day. 

And his protest against that ma- 
terialism fought primarily against 
the materialism education. Now St. 
Francis was enemy knowledge. 
had his share book-learning. But 
when finally cut loose from the pur- 
suit secular learning and insisted 
that his followers close their tomes, 
was because wanted, and wanted 
his friars want, matriculate 
the School the Saints. was 
foe books, only they just were not 
for him and his. Let others have libra- 
ries they wanted them. But his 
scheme, his special work, they were 
than help. Again, was just 
protest against overdoing worldly edu- 
cation, his nuptials with Lady Pov- 
erty was warning against the over- 
weaning solicitude for material pros- 
perity. word, the very essence 
the Franciscan movement was re- 
bellion against the tyranny things. 
was the urge free man from wast- 
ing his immortal soul things that 
must eventually turn ashes, and 
learn use the gifts God, heart 
and soul and brain and body and na- 
ture—everything—as the helps es- 
tablish the soul and the world the 
Kingdom God. never could com- 
mit the blunder making gods the 
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things God. St. Francis never es- 
tablished Ratio Studiorum, but 
had, could put simply these 
words—Use everything only that 
may serve create you the manly 
character that dignifies you into fit 
partner God. There, too, was the 
heart the teaching St. Catherine 
Siena—Be manly! 

And just there lies the secret all 
truly great literature, all true edu- 
cation, that its one aim make 
man better and better, make real 
man out him, matter how un- 
promising the material. Even the in- 
animate world, the earthy things, call 
them science nature, have other 
reason studied save reference 
the end man They are helps, in- 
spirations, not ends themselves. 
often think remark once made 
Wordsworth. took him long time 
get the ear the public. was 
discouraging work, only the prophets 
are never discouraged. was accused 
being pantheistic, still accused. 
can blame himself for lot it. 
should have been merciless the 
use the blue pencil. published 
too much. But was not pantheistic. 
was too great genius submit 
the tyranny things, even tyranny 
the nature loved. Nature 
him but demonstrated the presence 


God. 


the meanest flower that blows 
can give 

Thoughts that often lie too deep for 
tears. 


And the end Wordsworth 
wrote: “When was young thought 
much being remembered; now that 
old and must soon embark upon 
the great ocean Eternity, not 


ask how many are those who stand 
upon the shore and can still keep 
little pinnacle sight. hope 
only that long poetry read, 
its moral influence may prove salu- 
tary one.” 

pantheism there; any more than 
St. Francis, Nature, poetry, study, 
civilization, were little service 
they did not add the moral stature 
man, they did not bring the 
thoughts that lie too deep for 

With such conviction the high 
purpose literature, poor Words- 
worth must have been turning his 
grave for years past has been ob- 
serving the influences education 
that are far from being salutary. 
Necessarily, now are talking 
conditions that existed the eve 
the present global war. the pres- 
ent universal upheaval, where critical 
conditions forbid education usual 
much they forbid business usual, 
would quite unfair take them 
the norm and indignantly belabor 
them. True, could all justice 
assert that the greater part the ills 
the whole world now enduring due 
the wrong philosophy life, the 
wrong system education, the pusuit 
the material the neglect the 
spiritual and cultural, vitiated sys- 
tem which war-mongers have imposed 
upon their fellows. But that too big 
subject just now. Besides when your 
house burning you have patience 
with the I-told-you-so prophet. 
bucket water help put out the 
fire. 

But, war war, educationally 
have been bad way. have 
lost the “transport the aim,” 
Emily Dickinson beautifully puts 
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it. have become too pragmatic. 
That rather euphemistic way 
putting it. Let get down brass 
tacks, and let and ashes 
admit that have become largely ma- 
terialistic time-servers. Hard words, 
but true. And good American 
expression may well ask—How 
Come? For judge system you 
must find out how works the at- 
tainment the end for which 
instituted. That higher pragma- 
tism. concerns what should the 
real purpose education. With man 
that easy discovery. who 
runs may read. Multitudes course 
have ridiculed the old ideas and have 
set goal their own. But their 
philosophic system has brought only 
confusion mind and emptiness 
heart. about time, before gets 
entirely too late, come back the 
fundamental truths, the observation 
which made great nation. The 
greatness our country, the greatness 
any country, necessarily bound 
with its fidelity its honest part- 
nership with God. choose the mot- 
to, “In God Trust,” was in- 
spiration. reflected the fundament- 
ally religious soul our founders. 
asserted the true end man cor- 
rective the too much talk about the 
rights man. And harmony with 
that thought, rather the flowering 
it, was the idea what constituted 
true education. 

get away from pedagogical ver- 
biage, that end American education 
was know and serve God, and, for 
the love God, love and help one’s 
neighbor. aimed make the world 
men, with all the four freedoms and 
more too, with insistence upon the rich- 


ness man’s character, not the rich- 
ness his material holdings. were 
compelled put into one word the old 
aims American education, would 
use the one word—Character. man 
character, true God, true coun- 
try, true self, the “manly man” 
St. Catherine. 

For some years before the war there 
were many voices educational cir- 
cles bemoaning the lost glory our 
ideals. But they were voices 
the wilderness. Several years ago 
John Erskine, for example, had 
article LIBERTY, “Crazy Edu- 
cation.” clipped the article and of- 
ten read it. should have been put 
pamphlet form and sent every 
teacher every college and university 
with the obligation reading 
every class every year. But was 
ignored the intelligentzia. was 
too full dynamite. Anyway, the 
schools felt that they were doing very 
nicely, thank you. Endowments were 
heavy, foot-ball was lucrative, sta- 
diums were bigger and bigger. What 
more you ask education 


But Erskine said the parents who 
were getting their boys and girls ready 
for college: “Let ask you: Will 
this education make them more indus- 
trious,? More dependable More honor- 
able? More sensitive ideals which 
are unselfish, the pursuit which will 
bring neither publicity nor profit? 
word, will the school college train 
the character? The school college 
will probably such thing. Not 
the average American school col- 
lege. You parent will neither 
ask nor expect such result. You will 
count yourself lucky your children 
come out not much weaker morally 
than they went in.” goes on: “In 
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the average school college have 
long neglected the training the 
mind, but used say our aim was 
build character. Now 
neither.” And finally—it hard re- 
sist quoting the entire 
valuable school college chapel ser- 
vices are, either for character building 
for the cultivation religious in- 
stincts, may for the moment pass 
by. What concerns that they were 
instituted when the spiritual life 
the student was important educa- 
tion, and they are declining, now that 
outward well-being comes first and in- 
ner states are ignored.” 

Inner states are ignored; have 
neglected the training the mind, 
and have neglected the formation 
character. There the awful bill 
which Erskine draws against mod- 
ern American education. And one 
yet has dared answer him. 

Now the war upon us, and every- 
thing pretty much mixed up. The 
colleges are armed camps. 
who ordinarily would their books 
are fighting and dying preserve our 
American have been com- 
pelled rid ourselves great deal 
excess baggage. The war has been 
great leveler. have thrown out 
the window many material comforts 
which short time ago deemed ab- 
solutely essential our well-being. 
And somehow, spite the tempo- 
rary unpleasantness, have rejoiced 
our sacrifices. Indeed, were 
used many things which shall 
never wish take again. have 
lost our taste for them. have won 
the fight many ways against the 
have readjusted our lives hundred 
different ways, and have found real 


joy pursuits which once ignored 
got ahead ourselves and are now 
with ourselves. 

Yes, war time become serious 
minded. have plenty time 
think. begin appreciate many 
the things lost wasted. Out 
sacrifice come many blessings. And 
may that while have time 
think, shall come realize that 
our honest attempt better our 
cational system have, the con- 
trary, crippled it. one will object 
the utilitarian, the material, 
within certain limits, but make 
the be-all and end-all destroy the 
very essence education, which 
primarily spiritual, for only the spirit- 
ual able form true character. 
recent years there has come many 
honest men, cultured men, the realiza- 
tion that education misnomer 
ligion. Bodies are not all. The 
paramount. There have been 
terial civilizations great ours, 
perhaps greater than ours. But where 
are the snows yester year? Egypt 
was swallowed the sands the 
desert. Nothing can get along without 
God. should not imitate the 
empires. false idol false 

Our great need restore God 
the classroom. Theology not 
tra-curriculum subject, made 
elective not according fancy, 
put the same elective level as, 
say, the study early English. 
sity” blasted the presumption that 
you can have real university without 
the study Theology, considered 
merely branch knowledge. 
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teaching,” says, “with- 
out theology simply unphilosophi- 
How Theology will restored 
its rightful place the school not 
our problem here. But there has been 
beginning the effort bring God 
back the classroom. The system 
released time which the children re- 
instruction their respective 
faiths works well where has been 
tried, and seems destined help much 
the solution the problem in- 
eluding God and His law the up- 
bringing His little ones. 

That, course, the most serious 
defect much our so-called educa- 
tion, trying get along without God, 
without Whom there can true 
real manly character. 
war need Him. Some one has said 
that there are atheists fox-holes. 
And need Him peace, too. “The 
proper study mankind man,” 
says Pope. But that only 
more proper study the 
God Who created man serve Him 
and love him. 

And stemming from the neglect 
the spiritual—for they are somehow 
the neglect the cultural 
considered humanistic. The urgency 
the demands war has curtailed 
the pusuit the cultural. That 
great extent unavoidable. But you 
must not blame everything the war. 
The cultural, the humanities, had been 
given deadly blow years ago. You re- 
member the use Latin? 
Latin went out the window. 
if, the way, anyone could thor- 
ough English scholar without the 
knowledge Latin. What use 
Greek? What use this and what use 
that? depends upon your defini- 
tion “use.” you are content 


with animal existence, content just 


eat and sleep and the movies, 
none these cultural things 
much use. But you want 
full man, you must have liberal edu- 
cation, you must have the humanities, 
polite learning. Recently met 
university student who spent whole 
semester making researches 
the ingredients meat-pie the 
times Shakespeare. Thus 
study Shakespeare deteriorated. 
And the same student knew little 
the thrilling poetry the Bard. His 
culture really did not beyond that 
the guzzling Falstaff who, indeed, 
knew more about Elizabethan meat- 
pies than shall ever know, or, in- 
deed, care know. That over- 
refinement education, and not 
uncommon. has given the cultural 
bad name, and has really justified 
some who tauntingly cry, “What’s the 
And even the little ones suffer 
from this rebellion against the humani- 
ties. Governor Dewey recently told 
twelve-year-old girl who came 
home from the seventh grade and 
proudly declared that her class was 
now taking post-war planning! 
wonder that Ethelbert Smith declared 
that after the war, judging from our 
present educational tendencies, the lit- 
tle girls will reading books “the 
phase theory electronics and atmos- 
pheric pressure wind tunnels.” 
have retired long way from the Three 
R’s. 

Well, perhaps shall wake up. 
Perhaps shall reclaim education, 
perhaps shall reclaim God, perhaps 
shall reclaim our beautiful humani- 
ties, knowing that all these things 
form the real gentleman. And what 
“Gentleman” but another name for 
“Character 


u- 
it- 
re- 
na- 
ere 
ypt 
the 
out 
ilse 
as, 
ew- 


Keep Standards High 


‘By WALTER PRICHARD EATON 


Acting Chairman, Dept. Drama, 
Yale University 


RYING teach the fine arts 

war time not infrequently 

seems good deal like trying 
stuff feather pillow hurricane. 
sense futility may very well dull 
our efforts drive into hasty at- 
tempts link what are teaching 
with what popularly called “the 
war effort.” Such attempt, feel, 
the frequently made proposal 
teach English Literature reading, 
all the year, assorted essays liberty 
and democracy; scrapping Hamlet 
and The Rhyme The Ancient 
Mariner and such like trivia for the 
duration. English teacher, 
seems tome, who has more faith 
than this the great works litera- 
ture primary base for the un- 
derstanding and culture which alone 
can make democracy work, must have 
been pretty unhappy his job long 
before the war began. 

Similarly, cannot get any en- 
thusiasm for switching 
gram over the production propa- 
ganda, however patriotic the propa- 
ganda may be. drama worth 
teaching worth teaching well, 
with the highest attainable standards 
play material and production, and 
switch over, even temporarily, 
the production badly written skits 
supposedly persuading the audience 
save bacon fat, accept the implica- 
tion that drama study value 
unless thus employed. confess 


that was never justified the curri- 
culum the first place. 

Admittedly, don’t know what con- 
ditions are either public private 
secondary many them, 
suspect, dramatic art was never 
really taught, but merely tolerated 
pastime. Dramatic art and education 
never did clasp hands until George 
Pierce Baker forced their hands 
gether Harvard early this cen- 
tury, and then Harvard kept trying 
pull its hand away until finally 
ceeded. such schools may make 
the pastime seem bit closer reality 
patriotic and propaganda skits are 
produced for the benefit the blood 
bank the tin can salvage drive, in- 
stead the usual out-moded Broad- 
way farces (with low royalty fee) 
for the benefit the basketball team. 
But know that college drama- 
tic departments and graduate drama- 
tic schools the pressure has been strong 
and incessant—and not alone from 
outside the colleges—to bring about 
the production propaganda plays 
and encourage playwrights devote 
their energies concocting such 
scripts. Always the implication that 
the department isn’t helping the 
war effort, isn’t pulling its weight 
the boat, doesn’t yield this 
sure. assume that such 
schools teach dramatic art with any 
seriousness, the pressure the same. 

Moss Hart willing take 
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year out his productive life write 
and stage Winged Victory, patriotic 
pageant propagandizing the Air 
Force, that fine. all hail 
him. But means nothing argu- 
ment persuade dramatic schools 
make the shift. must not forgot- 
ten that Moss Hart could not have 
written, and still less staged, 
Winged Victory without long and 
hard apprenticeship practi- 
cal theatre, not writing propaganda 
but plays. could make Winged 
Victory 
(and weren’t that would 
worthless propaganda) because 
had learned meet the exacting de- 
mands and standards the profes- 
sional stage. learn how 
recognize, least, these demands and 
standards which differentiate true dra- 
matic art from mere 
that serious college dramatic depart- 
ments exist. learn how meet 
these demands and standards that the 
graduate departments exist. this 
war than peace. peace there are 
many carry the torch, war there 
are few. All the more reason for keep- 
ing the few their appointed task, 
for the sake days come. 

course don’t expect the commit- 
tee who want your playwriting class 
toss off little skit about sharing-the- 
ride understand all this. Nor the 
bond drive committee who want you 
put popular Broadway com- 
edy” the local opera house, and 
promise send you celebrity” 
appear between acts. I’ve read stack 
foot high, dutifully devised 
and doubtless acted college students 
all over the land, response the de- 


mand that the drama departments “do 
their bit” the war effort. These 
scripts are without exception terrible, 
worthless drama, with genuine 
creative impulse behind them, educa- 
tionally complete waste time. 
they represent yielding through 
fear outside pressure, kind de- 
gradation dramatic study the 
name rather spurious patriotism 
not because insincere 
but because one sided and 
flective. 

course any and all 
dents should be, and doubtless are will- 
ing give time and effort putting 
skits for the entertainment sol- 
diers camp hospital, and help- 
ing any other way where dramatic 
talents are needed—as extracurricular 
activities. They learn something from 
these activities, too, especially some- 
thing about facing audiences. But they 
should never asked substitute 
such activities for curricular study. 
The serious work study 
should less war than peace 
restricted the production the best 
plays, the analysis their form and 
content, and the expression orig- 
inal plays not super-imposed propa- 
ganda but the inner thoughts, feel- 
ings, urges, the writer. 

The student work should on, 
guided not pressure groups from 
outside, however well intentioned, but 
the teachers who know that stand- 
ards are standards come peace war, 
and that the long run the nation 
which saves its standards will save its 
ready make fight keep our 
standards up, haven’t much faith 
what are teaching. 
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Give Speech Classes 


Priority Rating 


‘By MAJOR CHARLES MATHER 
Culver Military Institute 


true that present army, air, 

and navy training places 

stress proper preparation 
mathematics and science, yet there 
accumulating evidence that emphasis 
these aspects training the ex- 
other phases the standard 
works positively against 
the general effectiveness 
and hope for advancement. 

High among the reasons for failure 
youngsters Officers’ Candidate 
Schools come the comments: lack 
poise, inability express himself ef- 
ity get along with associates. 
many instances these comments accom- 
pany high record mechanical abil- 
ity and the subject mathematics 
and science. 

noticed that the list com- 
ments the lack qualities that are 
desirable not only for the emergency 
war but for any time place 
consequently, when teach- 
ers assume the responsibility incul- 
eating them are making perma- 
personality that will function equally 
effectively during the emergency and 
during the much longer period that 
will follow it. this fact lies our 
strength, for our field in- 
struction that most can done es- 
tablish and train these qualities which 


individually and collectively are ele 
ments communication. And surely 
communication its various aspects 
the primary interest teachers 
speech and English. 

not necessary dwell upon the 
importance this type training 
part the preparation for civilian 
life. The fact that emphasis has been 
put upon all enlightened 
evidence the importance attached 
administrators and teachers 
everywhere. true that only 
cently has there been any evidence 
general acceptance the academie 
standing work speech and drama- 
tics, but certainly progress toward 
placing equal footing with other 
subjects the curriculum was appar 
ent until the time the war. 

The problem now confronting those 
who are convinced its desirability 
the consolidation gains already 
made the establishment the con- 
viction amongst those responsible for 
the curricula during these war years 
that training these areas com- 
munication equally important 
training the exact 

Therefore, the function this arti- 
cle will show the connection 
tween the training the schools the 
fields communication and training 
for service the armed forces. 

That connection has been empha 
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sized during the writing this article 
the words young lieutenant who 
was paying visit his alma mater 
after receiving his commission from 
the Officers’ Training School Fort 
Benning, Georgia. his words: 
emphasize too much the neces- 
sity the officer’s ability express 
himself forcefully, clearly, and briefly. 
constantly being appraised 
this ability not only his superiors 
but his classmates, for system 
appraisal general use 
throughout all phases the instruc- 
tion period. The man who upon in- 
stant notice can rise his feet and tell 
clearly and succinctly what knows 
has distinct advantage over the in- 
dividual who may actually know more 
than does but who unable because 
lack poise training com- 
municate effectively his information 
others.” 

The War Department certainly 
wise demanding such quality 
its officer personnel, for present day 
warfare very largely decentralized 
much its activity. Men work to- 
gether small, separated groups 
which make the larger pattern 
the total military maneuver. Under 
such conditions they are many times 
their own and are confronted with 
situations that demand immediate 
analysis and concise, understandable 
transmission that analysis the 
members their immediate organiza- 
tion telephone communication 
the headquarters the larger tactical 
units. either event the necessity 
coolness (poise) and the ability 
organize and transmit information 
the utmost importance. Clarity 
enunciation, choice words, and prop- 
emphasis are sine qua non talk- 
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ing over intercommunicating sys- 
tem, the ordinary field telephone, 
directly, through the noise battle, 
members detail platoon. The 
safety and lives small group 
entire army may depend upon the pos- 
session these abilities officer 
soldier. 


working out tactical strategi- 
cal problems, officers are continually 
under the necessity orally express- 
others, supplying factual in- 
formation upon which can 
based. officer can hope for ad- 
under such conditions who 
does not possess the ability place his 
point view before his fellow officers 
intelligible, effective manner; 
supply them with the information 
possesses clear, concise way. 

its morale. The importance attached 
this aspect military life evidenced 
the great trouble and expense which 
the War Department goes provid- 
ing professional entertainment and 
leisure time activities for the person- 
nel the armed forces. 

There are times and places where 
such types morale cannot 
obtained. Under such 
stances the obligation the offi- 
cers and noncommissioned officers 
supply the lack. The results of- 
ficer’s ability such 
speak effectively the members his 
organization are incaleulable. More- 
over, has had some experience 
dramatics, his ability organize and 
direct, necessary, productions in- 
volving the talent among his men, will 
long way toward providing them 
with activity that will much 
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relieve the tedium routine and the 
shattering morale induced the 
long periods waiting for something 
happen. 

Conversations with officers recently 
returned from training camps tell 
the necessity many situations set- 
ting schools which teach large 
groups enlisted personnel the funda- 
mentals reading and writing, for 
this war necessary that the lowli- 
est private know how interpret writ- 
ten printed directions and able 
communicate writing. The officer, 
who has gained experience the class- 
room and association with his fel- 
low students cooperative enterprises, 
can become exceedingly valuable 
member his organization organiz- 
ing, directing, and participating 
such educational program. 

Indoctrination 
phase preparing soldier fight 
for the principles involved the pres- 
ent conflict. The American soldier, 
spite the lack military tradition 
such Germany and Japan have, has 
proved himself good better 
than his enemy when comes en- 
during the terrible hardships imposed 
upon him modern conflict. This 
quality the result more than mere 
technical training the various as- 
tributable some inner conviction 
that what fighting for funda- 
mentally right and just. Much this 
attitude possesses because with 
free press and radio has been in- 
formed the facts upon which has 
developed opinion his own. Much 
his conviction, however, must 
formed and confirmed after be- 
becomes member fighting force. 
The responsibility effectively in- 


terpreting the ideals and principles 
the allied cause the men our mili- 
tary organizations falls upon officers 
whose ranks run from sergeant gen- 
eral. The officer who, through 
tion and experience the various ac- 
tivities connected with the communica- 
tion area the school college curri- 
culum, can stand before audience 
men and put into their souls the qual- 
ity that makes them crusaders, hag 
made possible, some future date, 
for those same men, accomplishing 
military objective, endure the most 
harrowing experiences the history 
mankind. 


Because the global nature this 
war our officers and men are under the 
obligation 
selves the customs and attitudes 
people from Australia China, from 
Africa Iceland. each 
the ability adapt oneself the en- 
vironment which finds himself 
may spell the difference between 
operation from native populations and 
active opposition. such situations 
the breadth sympathy and tolerance 
that should outcome any 
erly administered course English 
any the speech arts can and are 
important factors bringing about 
the desired results swinging the pop- 
ulations occupied areas all kinds 
our side the conflict. 


this connection there one more 
point consider. Immediately follow- 
ing, and for indefinite period after 
the unconditional surrender our en- 
emies, members our armed forces 
are going ambassadors the 
United States’ and the United 
Their ability convince popu- 
lations, not only our former enemies 
but our allies, that the 
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sirable way life will make the diffi- 
problems postwar adjustment 
much easier solve. carrying out 
such program, the training received 
speech and dramatics classes and 
the humanistic and cultural values 
that are the end result the study 
any body literature will absolute- 
essential part the equipment 
men entrusted this important activ- 
ity. 

recapitulation the qualities de- 
sirable the personnel our armed 
forces would list poise, self-confidence, 
ability say quickly and clearly what 
one knows, demands, observes abil- 
ity organize and direct group 
activities; the possession informed 
points view democracy and the 
American way life; and finally the 
possession breadth view and 
tolerance toward people and their in- 
stitutions all over the face the earth. 

the end producing such men 
and women not only for the duration 
the war but for the duration their 
lives, teachers speech and Eng- 
lish should never overlook the oppor- 
tunity pointing out parallels lit- 
erature and present day situations es- 
pecially they illustrate basic human 
relations. addition apprecia- 
tion the aesthetic content great 
pieces literature, attention should 
constantly drawn the fundament- 
ethical and moral principles in- 
volved all them. amazing 
see how many applications can 
made the different steps and causes 
the moral disintegration Mac- 
beth the careers men like Hitler 
and Mussolini. “Ozymandias” could 
well placed the tombstone that 
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will ultimately mark the last resting 
place Mussolini. 

Naturally such values should ob- 
tained from the study literature 
very natural way. There should 
evidence straining point the 
moral. Indeed, there necessity for 
doing many students will make 
the application without any hint from 
instructor. 

the other hand, the inculeation 
ethical and moral standard which 
intrinsic quality any great art 
should clearly brought out and dis- 
cussed basis for conduct 
world which today and greater ex- 
tent tomorrow will demand 
standard self and national control 
than has ever characterized the human 
race heretofore. 


study literature other than 
American and British sense com- 
mon humanity can developed; 
the same study and examining some 
the literature describing conditions 
life certain aspects our own 
democracy spirit tolerance for the 
other man’s point view can in- 


opportunity should over- 
looked point out what democracy 
has done for the soul and spirit 
man, but again such points should 
made natural way. develop 
chauvinistic spirit would far worse 
than not mention the advantages 
democracy all. The great human 
virtues justice, tolerance, loyalty, 
pity, kindness, and sympathy should 
marked whenever and wherever 
they occur. The world will need these 
the immediate future has never 
needed them before. 

Speech occasions demanding the ex- 
planation school attitudes, the en- 
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forcement and reason for school reg- 
ulations, the necessity supporting 
school and civic enterprises, the adop- 
tion certain programs activity 
should encouraged whenever possi- 
ble. 

Forums led students current 
questions and devoting considerable 
portion time the answering 
questions from the floor should in- 
dulged frequent intervals. Much 
class work all subjects should 
the form three four minute re- 
ports aspects the work under 
consideration. class should 
closed without recapituation report 
some previously appointed student 
what has been accomplished. Such 
procedure not only great advan- 
tage the student but provides stim- 
ulus class planning the instruc- 
tor. 

Speech work should avoid any ten- 
dency toward stressing oratorical em- 
bellishments but should stress the es- 
tablishment central idea and the 
organization clear cut and orderly 
supports it. Enunciation and artic- 
ulation should emphasized fre- 
quent practice with public address sys- 
tems and making records stu- 
dents’ speech. 

Discussion groups should part 
frequent class sessions followed stu- 
dent summations what has been de- 
veloped during the discussion activity. 

The work dramatics should stress 
not only the aesthetic and artistic out- 
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comes such activity but the social 
values cooperative enterprise. There 
better opportunity for demon- 
strating the necessity the subordi- 
nation self the good the whole 
than properly produced and di- 
rected play. Such value can 
tained without any way detracting 
from the artistic success the 
tion. fact, only insisting upon 
such cooperation and such subordina- 
tion can production attain its fullest 
artistic expression. Art 
itself any expression proper 
subordination its elements create 
the harmony the whole. With such 
attitude toward the activity dra- 
matics instructor has great oppor 
tunity for many the 
qualities that stand soldier citizen 
democracy good stead matter 
what situation finds himself. 
matter what said the neces- 
sity stressing work the sciences 
and mathematics, such subjects are 
emphasized such degree seri- 
ously restrict training and educa- 
tion the communication areas, the 
time will certainly come when the 
ability such imperfectly trained 
citizens make their technical accom- 
plishments effective will force those 
responsible for such improper 
sis reorganize curricula such 
way include wider experience 
branches learning that result 
making the scientific and 
cal tools accomplish their purpose. 


Shall Put Play? 


‘By MYVANWY WILLIAMS 
Head Department Speech 
High School, Wilkes-Barre, 


room the Old Building. 
There was not much glamour 
about that room its balmiest 

days, and now the black dust from the 
railway yards has added atmosphere 
the yellowish plaster walls. visitor 
entering might feel that same sink- 
ing the heart that would experi- 
ence for the first time walked 
back stage daylight. Stage en- 
trances always open alleys through 
dark and gloomy doorways. Room 
Old” devoid romance the 
brick walls, the ropes. the painted 
scenery would the clear harsh 
light day—just ordinary, work- 
a-day, old school room. 

Yet this room received remarkable 
tribute from flippant little girl 
senior English class. was quite 
unexpected because she was mem- 
ber the Masquers; nor had she 
shown any talent acting; even 
expressed casual interest. But she 
wrote, “This room has fascination 
for me. like think the scenes 
which have been acted out here. 
noon the class room chairs are pushed 
back, and one day the room becomes 
next it’s hut. How 
many boys and girls have been thrilled 
this room have parts the Sen- 
ior play; and how many hearts have 
been broken when the verdict was un- 
favorable 

Had prospective actor “A” 
student written with such sentiment 
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about room, should not have been 
but Mollie was member 
the general public, and yet she had 
this strangely romantic attitude toward 
the high school plays. suspect there 
girl and every third boy, though 
course would never admit it. 

Many reasons have been advanced 
from time time for the support 
theatricals asset school life. 
Perhaps none more cogent than this 
wistful human need for something 
more glamorous than home work, and 
books, and everyday classes. the 
midst the most and devas- 
tating war history the army has 
heartily endorsed the value camp 
theatricals. Our high school boys and 
girls, too, need relief from the ever- 
present worry that has beset every 
home, even here America. one 
escapes from the trials and tribula- 
tions life completely group 
stagestruck boys and girls. The 
audience will spend two hours wander- 
ing the fields fancy, but each ac- 
tor has spent months the most in- 
tensive physical and mental training 
while wandered through these same 
fields fancy and dreamed the 
thrilling, unknown, and never-experi- 
enced adventure ahead. And thereby 
hangs tale. 

Even before the “try-outs” are fin- 
ished, the young visionaries discover 
that romantic aspiration not enough. 
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Nothing more discouraging than 
see all those other people, longing for 
the same precious goal. Who will 
the lucky ones? What formidable 
problem for the director! Yes, choos- 
ing cast for important event 
the senior play truly difficult 
task. The girls, blonde and brunette, 
plain and pretty, come such hordes 
that easy overlook some shy, 
frightened youngster, the ray whose 
talent cannot shine through the clouds 
nervousness. The boys, the other 
hand, are more wary and come con- 
servative numbers. They are afraid 
appearing ridiculous, not want 
and sometimes regard the 
whole business “sissy.” 
ing that one time the history 
drama woman was allowed within 
ear-shot the stage, this remark- 
able attitude. However, factor 
reckoned with. believe the most 
satisfactory way combat this boyish 
fear the frequent presentation ro- 
bust and rollicking comedies with 
stick. Any school which has estab- 
lished reputation for the excellence 
its production will find lack 
interest dramatics. best, how- 
ever, the haphazard method ferret- 
ing out the potential actors through 
“try-outs” uncertain. matter 
how cordial and general invitation 
extended, some talented youngster 
fails come. the final analysis 
tion speech every pupil school 
that director can discover his avail- 
able material. school without 
speech department definitely handi- 
capped this respect. 

Nor can director, unfortunately, 
choose cast for histrionic ability 
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alone. There something inevitable 
about play. The time always comes 
when the date for the performanes 
must set, the tickets must printed 
and sold, and finally the audience must 
arrive. What director would face the 
terrifying and fateful event without 
loyal, reliable actors? Respon- 
sibility indeed prime requisite 
every member the troupe. One late 
entrance, one line muffed, awk 
ward, ill-timed movement will stick 
out like sore thumb; 
looms remembered for life 
time. There something absolutely 
indelible about mistakes made pub 
lic. Therefore, everyone must loyal 
enough attend adequate number 
rehearsals, and that requires 
strength character when only 
walk across the stage most 
say, “Yes, Ma’am” 
stated intervals. 

have always had soft spot for 
those who tryout for our public events 
school and lose out entirely. Their 
disappointed young eyes look solemn 
and grave. ought able turn 
all that desire and 
noticed into something 
Here again speech classes and drama 
tic clubs prove their value. But the 
highest integrity all demanded 
the crews; the boys who build and 
paint the scenery, shift the sets, pull 
the curtain, and manage the lights. 
They like see their names 
program, but all their work out 
sight and wins public acclaim. The 
boys join for various reasons. Young 
artists like the chance experiment 
with their designs; skilled builders 
love use hammers and nails; 
active, bustling natures with 
sity for wandering about town 
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prying into odd places make splendid 
property men. course there are 
youngsters who join get out study 
periods into the informal comradeship 
the gang; but these chaps are soon 
weeded out unless they develop more 
serious motive. goes without say- 
ing that any boy girl who cannot 
keep his regular school work the 
standard must dropped from extra- 
eurricular activities. cannot help 
praising here those quiet, industrious 
lads who are not afraid scrubbing 
and tidying the workshop. “crew- 
boy” with bent for neatness and cour- 
age the face dirty work rare 
gem high price. one who joins 
the crew avoid study periods should 
escape this soul-building 


Actors, too, who join for fun 
and glory are soon set free from that 
gay illusion. The training many- 
sided and calls for steady persistence 
and constant pluck. appalling 
think how much green high school 
student must learn order display 
himself before his school-mates with 
even moderate amount ease and 
grace. Erect posture indisputa- 
ble necessity. audience will com- 
promise this point; nor will tol- 
erate waddling heroine hero that 
stands like poker. young actor also 
must learn the technique movement 
peculiar the stage: “Up-stage foot 
forward, gesture with the up-stage 
arm, turn toward the There 
endless succession trivial, nag- 
ging details keep mind. Along 
with movement and pose goes the spok- 
word. there anything nat- 
speak out. Muttering may instine- 
tive that age, especially the pres- 
ence parents and teachers. ask 


healthy American boy open his 
mouth and move his lips seems add 
insult injury. But alas! the man 
the back row under the has 
paid his good money hear the show; 
there nothing for but every 
young public speaker must home 
and practice voice exercises the 
hour. This takes real courage. all 
very well perform them school 
company with some dozen fellow suf- 
ferers; but brazenly torment the 
family with “bay, bah, ba, bo, baw, 
bee, béh, buy, bih, byou, boy, booh, 
bah!” and shouts “Oh wild, west 
wind”—that humiliating and abomi- 
nable. But there alternative. Each 
actor must learn and support 
project his voice, enunciate 
the consonants and shape the vowels 
all these things de- 
mands relaxation. Most Ameri- 
cans use too high pitch and hold our 
lips These develops nasal rasp. 
The effort project such tone may 
work injury the delicate, chang- 
ing adolescent voice. view this, 
director high school plays should 
expert vocal instructor. would 
certainly detriment our boys 
and girls every teacher English 
and reading understood the art 
speech. this point let interpo- 
late good word for reading. 
method teaching clear diction 
and correct vocal habits pleasant 
this one. has the added advantage 
reaching large group and 
adapted both the class room and the 
stage. presents poetry 
its original light; spoken words 
heard; pulsing with rhythm 
sensed, and thrilling with emotion 
felt. 


However, let never forget that 
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technique but means end— 
and that end, “both first, and now, 
was, and hold, were, mir- 
ror nature.” Through suc- 
cession choice words, phrases, and 
sentences, the author has portrayed his 
characters. What hours patient, de- 
tailed study and imaginative thinking 
young actor must give understand 
and interpret those lines. must 
time them properly, giving just the 
right color and emphasis the key- 
words. From his store personal 
experiences and memories, must se- 
lect those associations which help him 
imagine the thoughts and feelings 
the character strives depict. 
large order! But sincere director 
dares disregard the importance of, 
first intellect quick understand 
words and lines and, then, sensitive, 
creative imagination apt conceiving 
character. place knowing the mean- 
ing words and phrases first because 
without that the latter impossible. 
judging his actor’s work direc- 
tor still finds Shakespeare’s criterion 
invaluable: “hold mirror na- 
ture.” Some boys and girls love 
strut about with affected, oratorical 
elocution others adopt stilted, sing- 
song tune and recite every line 
they were conjugating verb. in- 
duce them relax and natural re- 
quires every device the director’s 
bag tricks. coaxes, pleads, ex- 
plains, scolds, storms, 
Imitation even comes handy here. 
director who cannot burst into spon- 
taneous laughter himself dis- 
tinct disadvantage when persuading 
raw actor that feat. the way, 
there seems better scheme 
teach relaxation and abandon than 
invite the whole cast join one 
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long, gay, infectious burst laughter, 
general yawning session equally 
delightful and beneficial. Sometimes 
when have listened oratory until 
both pupil and are numb from the 
monotony it, stop the mechanical 
flow words, ask few questions, 
the boy into telling some yam 
about himself, and suddenly break 
with “There, that’s the tone voice] 
want!” Exaggerated playing 
rehearsal also will sometimes 
stiff cast into high spirits; but, 
course, one must guard against 
playing the final presentation. 

All this goes prove that acting 
thing spirit well body and 
mind. remember gesture with 
your up-stage hand, pronounce your 
final consonants, and emphasize the 
key words your sentence while you 
pour out your feelings the careless 
ease joy the anxious despair 
sorrow demands the highest degree 
concentration. one can coordinate 
hand, tongue, mind, and emotion 
out long and intensive practice. This 
should the goal for every boy and 
girl the play. expect any child 
master the technique and 
mental principles complicated 
art acting would ridiculous; yet 
amazing how much progress 
can make few weeks eager, 
rious-minded effort. 

would also foolish propose 
school dramatics training field for 
professional actors. No, that 
nitely outside the purpose 
education. Rather, the 
duty every director honestly dit 
courage Broadway aspirations and 
Hollywood dreams and present 
fession which the competition 
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keen that almost one can enter into 
without sufficient finances theat- 
rical connections. Nevertheless, keep- 
ing the feet the high school “stars” 
the ground problem enough 
perplex the most resourceful director. 
Their heads swell like and 
sometimes they float above the mun- 
dane world class rooms and study 
periods until report cards prick the 
bubble, and the unhappy stars come 
earth with explosion. Every teach- 
and director must insist that, above 
all, class room lessons are the prime 
object school life. 

Dancing schools occasionally adver- 
tise their wares panacea for social 
“Learn ease and poise,” 
they say. “You can face every predica- 
ment life with equanimity.” Some- 
times boys and girls, too, think that af- 
ter taking part play they will 
overcome diffidence and shyness; 
more awkward pauses, more bash- 
ful stammering silly remarks, all 
will easy charm and popularity. 
Perhaps grain truth lies this 
wishful thinking. Certainly lady 
gentleman, however elite, can afford 
disregard the need graceful, erect 
these days military prestige every- 
one admires square shoulders. Also 
these days our motto cooperation 
and here necessity the rule 
conduct for every 
hearsal. Stage technique the first 
place demands consideration for others. 
Every actor, playing king 
valet, hero villain, must proffer ad- 
position the speaker 
the important line his turn. Any 
small motion gesture which attracts 
attention actor’s lines 
the height discourtesy. 


Indeed, the matter behavior 
the theatre even high school presents 
unusual situations. The brilliant stu- 
dent finds himself opening doors for 
some nonenity who can talk and walk 
like hero; the white boy has play 
the royal Othello; Jewish 
lad sings Christmas carols nativ- 
ity. tactless remark would bring 
tragic consequences, Always casts, 
like our school, contain many nation- 
alities and creeds. there has been 
dislike jealousy, have seen ex- 
ternal evidence it. Notwithstanding 
the fact that experience has not yet 
embittered their youthful spirits, be- 
lieve the boys and girls deserve credit 
for their good will and courtesy. 

Naturally encounter discipline 
questions now and then. During the 
first rehearsals the cast sits wrapt 
silence and listens with fascinated at- 
tention every direction; but time 
goes on, the lines grow boring and 
back-stage sociability increases. Self- 
control more difficult the wings 
back-stage than the class room un- 
der the watchful eyes the teacher; 
but for the success the play each 
member the cast and the crew must 
restrain himself. must cooperate 
and take pride the collective achieve- 
ment the group. Are there any les- 
sons learned more important than 
these: self control, cooperation and 
friendly tolerance 

How much all this training will 
the students carry into later life? 
neglible number will follow radio 
stage careers; many more will take 
part church and community theatri- 
All them will treasure gay 
memory fun and friendship. And 
what more can one Still school 
dramatics reached wider circle then 
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the cast and crews, they would hardly 
justified. many schools the sew- 
ing, manual training, and art depart- 
ments take active part the pro- 
duction. make the play project 
the whole school splendid, pro- 
vided that firm hand coordinates the 
work into unified whole. 

Plays, however, are produced not for 
‘the actors but for the audience. all 
audiences the high school one takes 
the prize for being the merriest. Their 
sense fun and mischievous humour 
makes them very satirical critics. 
Laughter lurks about, always alert 
and ready bubble over, even, alas, 
tragedy. Therefore the director must 
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chose and “cut” his play with supreme 
Effective lighting, well-fitted 
costumes, artistic and varied picturiza- 
tion will tide over many ticklish sit- 
uation and often will induce inex- 
perienced audience accept truth 
expressed serious Truly, 
drama the schools chal- 
lenge any director. have here 
not only intensive, useful training 
for selected group but also great, 
practicable medium for developing 
good taste theatre and for present- 
ing spoken drama the general pub- 
lic. Colleges and community theatres 
draw much more limited crowd. Let 
therefore make our high school 
ductions worthy noble mission, 


“The league between virtue and nature engages 


all things assure hostile front vice. 


The 


beautiful laws and substances the world perse- 


cute the traitor. 


finds that things are arrang- 


for truth and benefit, but there den 
the wide world hide rogue.” 


—Compensation, Ralph Waldo Emerson 


Words, Words, Words 


LOUIS KEEGEN 
Head Department English, 
Holyoke High School, Massachusetts 


OCABULARY building has al- 

ways had place the English 

course high school, but today 
has taken new and more chal- 
lenging importance. This new em- 
phasis seen the universal appear- 
ance vocabulary sections the 
testing programs which high school 
graduates must satisfy when they be- 
come candidates for preferred training 
the Army, the Navy, the Marine 
Corps, and the Coast Guard. They 
meet the same requirement exami- 
nations for Civil Service, for admis- 
sion college, and for classification 
and placement industry. 

These vocabulary sections indicate 
that familiarity with wide range 
words and ability use them ma- 
jor element appraising the qualifi- 
candidates. Among pupils 
classes who have taken these 
tests, find high correlation between 
proficiency the unit which call 
“Vocabulary Building” and success 
passing these examinations. not 
believe that this condition merely 
coincidence. 

The trend towards this increased 
emphasis began with the introduction 
the Aptitude Test set the College 
Entrance Examination Board some 
years ago. This type test has be- 
come the model 
lege fields. Often 
modified conceal its rela- 
tionship the original, but the frame- 


work, least, first cousin. And 
becomes the obligation the 
school prepare students roundly 
possible meet this challenge 
their foundational training. 

The present proportion the course 
study which assigned this 
phase pitifully small. For the most 
part, the English teacher can give 
fragment most the composition 
books. Monographs and pamphlets 
appear from time time, and recently 
few volumes have come which pres- 
ent the subject complete unit 
more extensive dimensions. 
the teacher adopts one these fuller 
treatments, where will fit into al- 
ready overloaded course study? 
With the need for review and reteach- 
ing last year’s subject matter 
punctuation, spelling, sentence struc- 
ture, paragraphing, outlining, organi- 
zation material, library practice, 
newspaper reading and writing, book 
discussions, and all the rest the sub- 
divisions, how much attention can 
given word study and vocabulary 
building 

The time has come, believe, for 
the high school take its pattern from 
the curriculum the college offer- 
ing semester courses specific sub- 
divisions the present general Eng- 
lish course. Some schools have made 
beginning with courses 
ism,” “Speech,” 
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ness English,” and perhaps some other 
special fields, but “Vocabulary Build- 
ing” has not been expanded de- 
serves be. should offered 
addition to, not place of, the pres- 
ent general English course the sen- 
ior year. Perhaps the junior year 
the place for it; perhaps could 
included both years. Why not? 
offering course vocabulary 
building, the school will doing fully 
much build high order Amer- 
all students course United States 
History. 

would seem just sensible 
offer subdivisions mathematics 
separate courses algebra, plane 
geometry, solid geometry, and trigo- 
their importance specialties. 
would not difficult make out 
case for vocabulary building in- 
tegral unit English, which far 
reaching its application every 
other field study that its scope 
without boundaries. feel sure that 
would soon justify itself with teach- 
ers other departments. They would 
become aware increased power 
both reading comprehension and reci- 
tation ability their classes. They 
would cease chiding the English de- 
partment about the limited vocabular- 
ies their students which block their 
efforts teach effectively the history, 
science, foreign language, other de- 
partmental subject. 


Long before reach that point 
our course study which designates 
“word study” unit covered, 
classes have compiled original 
word list which entirely natural 
product their class work. Current- 
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ly, December one class has 
words; another has 65; another 
This compilation has for years begun 
with one expression, not because 
one favorites, but because 
found that evokes very favorable 
reaction from the class. well-kept 
notebook,” announce giving pre 
view the year’s work, qua 
non this class.” Being much more 
interested pupils than subject 
matter, watch for the reaction and 
have yet disappointed. Whether 
the class college preparatory, 
commercial, general division, the 
expression registers sufficiently well 
justify its Students are advised 
watch for their reading. 
variably have reports during the first 
week our meetings, that they have 
found their text books, 
torials the daily paper, 
zine articles. Perhaps its foreign ori- 
gin endows with sort halo for 
some the students, but most them 
are impressed, believe, with the 
that not rarity and that even 
the newspaper uses quite casually. 


Another word which find 
spark, the word “asceticism.” 
began using that constant 
made survey available tests and 
found omnipresent. The word has 
fascination and students like 
it. Perhaps the contrast 
suggests when appplied our 
ern living amuses them. 
that they try, small way, 
tise the philosophy over 
“Deny yourself your usual Saturday 
movie decide not turn into the drug 
store for that chocolate-walnut 
stay home and that 
homework Friday night instead 
ing the dancing class.” 
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prising that some them sug- 
when ask for reports their prac- 
tice the doctrine, the class comedian 
replies, deliberately omitted doing 
English homework.” 

shall not submit here list 
words compiled any one class, but 
wish emphasize that almost 
every word recorded comes into the list 
thru entirely natural channel. All 
are words which either student 
teacher uses class discussions 
which the former meets related 
reading. Occasionally total stran- 
ger imported student who has 
heard outside contact. im- 
mediately becomes ours, even though 
may obsolete rarity. find that 
they like few museum pieces. One 
student recently brought the word 
“salubrious” which his grandfather 
had suggested him. Apparently 
had been discussing our class activities 
home. think the boy was de- 
pressed advising him not use 
the word too readily his vocabulary. 
seemed like and wanted 
make his own. There was, too, 
hint the accusation that perhaps 
didn’t appreciate his grandfather’s 
erudition 

should like digress for mo- 
ment remark that find plenty 
evidence that pupils 
their class work home, especially 
vocabulary building and, also, our 
study literature. They often ask 
their mothers fathers may finish 
reading it. Sometimes learn that 
parent just “re-reading” the book; 
sometimes make for oppor- 
tunity denied generation ago. 
either case, healthy condition. 


the question put, “Do you have 
the same word list all ob- 
viously the answer And yet, 
comparison class vocabularies 
among students different levels re- 
veals goodly percentage constants 
“common denominators.” “Ex- 
ploit” belongs quite much the 
this matter the teacher must exercise 
judgment. would suggest, however, 
that the teacher beware underesti- 
mating the student’s capacity for as- 
similation such words. find sur- 
prising aptitude for this assimilation 
the slower groups, and that there, 
this vocabulary building powerful 
morale builder. find 
dence, too, pride their newly ac- 
quired word-power. Constant reminder 
the need for outside the 
class period must given. 

When come those sections 
our text book entitled “Using the Cor- 
rect Word” and “Choosing the 
tive Word,” like begin the be- 
ginning because firm believer 
the value background. Therefore, 
acquaintance with the history 
the origin and development the 
English language the apt starting 
point. step the content 
this historical survey offers abundant 
material for other phases the study 
rich material for the 
practice library research; offers 
boundless opportunity for supplemen- 
tary reading which will “stretch the 
mind;” correlates 
well with certain courses 
tory and foreign languages; and 
remarkably fine example the 
device “return,” for brings 
right back what started with, the 
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study English the universal me- 
dium communication for the mil- 
lions people who rule the destiny 
the world today. 

The following topics suggest the 
content this unit work, which 
might well adopted: 

The language the native 
tribes the British Isles. 

dental Caesar’s occupation Brit- 
ain, 55-54 

III. Germanic 
duced the invasions the Angles, 
Saxons, and Jutes, 449 

IV. Latin and Greek influences re- 
sulting from the Christian mission- 
aries under St. Augustine, 597. 

The perpetuation this Latin 
influence thru the decision the 
Synod Whitby, 664 

VI. Danish 
posed invasions which were arrested 
Alfred the Great, 870 

VII. French elements which re- 
sulted from the Norman invasion, 
1066. 

VII. The effect 
the work Chaucer, chiefly thru his 
“Canterbury Tales” and Wycliff 
thru his translation the Bible into 
the vernacular. 

VII. The English language from 
Chaucer Shakespeare. 

VIII. Characteristics American 
diction colonial days. 

study some early colonial docu- 
ments. 

study the diction some his- 
toric documents the first half the 
19th century. 

study some the historic docu- 
ments since 1850. 

IX. usage synonyms 
and antonyms. 
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The pupil now knows the 
ground his language just 
knows the background his present 
day America because has studied 
the history the founding and growth 
the American colonies. Taking 
Chaucer and Wycliff the starting 
point the English language 
national tongue, beginning the 
corresponding point American his- 
tory, which the colonies won recog- 
nition young nation setting out 
develop the America which know 
today. The parallelism between the 
language people and the history 
their country should 
From this point, the teacher can guide 
the student tracing the heterogen- 
eous immigrant influences which have 
flowed freely into the main channel 
communication thought the 
language speak and write today. 
(What prolific field for library 
emphasize the organic nature 
guage, showing how grows from 
within quite much from without, 
and that almost perfect exam- 
ple joint organism and mechanism, 

One the most fruitful methods 
use the work from this point 
the compiling commonly 
ring, identifying elements found 
the general English vocabulary. 
These should compiled orderly 
classification, alphabetically perhaps 
Prefixes, stems, roots, and suffixes 
ten serve the chief identification 
the meaning word; familiar 
with them reduces minimum the 
student’s need for reliance the 
tionary. The force such prefixes 
ab, abs; (and its variables); 
be, bi, bio; com (and its variables); 
de, di; (and its variables), em; 
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geo, graph; hyper, hydr, homo, hypo; 
in, il, ir; log, manu; micro, thermo, 
noc, nox, ob, ous, op; post, pre, 
pro, per, peri; re; script, tele. These, 
course, are mentioned random; 
they are only some the most com- 
monly recurring. Language becomes 
tremendously simplified for students 
when they discover how naively some 
our most imposing words have been 
coined thru the piecing together 
these common elements. Students who 
thought “hydraulic” was exclusively 
technical term are greatly relieved 
know what simple word is. They 
express amazement that our English 
tion. And “dehydrated” in- 
simple! Constant character- 
istics likewise, will 
enable the student identify words 
that origin. Emerson, course, 
their apostle. 


find that graphic representation 
the composite make-up the lan- 
guage clarifies their understanding 
its character. circle divided into 
sectors with apppropriate labels (al- 
most Teutonic, almost 
eal, small sector miscellaneous) gives 
vivid picture the simplicity its 

Students experience sense dis- 
covery they build table contents 
for each these sectors. They sud- 
denly become aware language catho- 
when they discover that they 
have been using almost from infancy, 
words which are indigenous Arabi- 
an, Persian, Chinese, Japanese, In- 
dian, and almost every other known 
language. 

Paradoxically, this study will make 
the student once less frequent and 

Study Words,” Jesse Anderson. 


more frequent user the dictionary. 
will rely upon less and less for 
basic meanings and will use more 
and more check upon his own 
word-growth. “Don’t Use the 
tionary” the title lesson sheet 
which supply students. The 
title surprises them. They suspect 
catch it. they progress the 
exercise, however, they discover that 
they are substituting for the diction- 
ary the application their own store 
information garnered from their 
study the common word elements 
which have been compiled class. 


ulary building, the teacher may devise 
tests, either their naked form 
camouflaged “games.” Quiz pro- 
grams, charades and other forms 
deceptions the real nature the 
work hand may intrigue the pupils 
and develop their vocabularies spite 
themselves. Such procedures are 
pleasant pastimes for those who must 
get their education 
ment. however, their en- 
during worth. Let each teacher exam- 
ine the multitude excellent texts for 
suggestions and then evolve those pro- 
cedures which bring response from 
the pupils. 

What place have radio programs 
vocabulary building? have heard 
extravagant claims made for them, but 
They are too synthetic; their artificial- 
ity too obvious. 

Perhaps the teacher may wish 
something with vocabulary-building 
special field. this procedure 
may take the initiative suggesting 
topics about which the pupil knows 
little nothing. “What you know 


the 
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about the making oriental rugs, 
did you ever hear 
Cardinal “What you 
know about the origin the name 
Puritan, John?” direct question 
addressed individual compell- 
ing technique, find, especially ap- 
parently irrelevant question which can 
swung around relevancy. “What 
disturbed you ask that and hear 
from quick-wit, female butter- 
fly 

Several years ago, introduced 
into our course study unit en- 
frequency with which many words ap- 
peared the daily papers inspired 
the idea. News stories about tires, 
weddings, funerals, dedications and 
gatherings abounded them. 
And so, there grew out the idea ob- 
servation tours our city, which hap- 
pens rich specimens archi- 
very consistent topic for inclusion 
our repertory. pay high prices 
architect design our public build- 
ings and hundreds thousands dol- 
lars erect War Memorial, City 
Hall, school, public library, 
church, and yet the vast majority 
the citizens who live around for gen- 
erations know little anything 
why much time and thought went 
into the designing it. would 
seem not only justifiable sub- 
ject include educating our young 
people, but mandatory one. you 
have City Hall which gem 
design, you have obligation 
acquaint the younger generation 
with that fact. Going church 
Sunday can become richer experi- 
ence one knows something about his 
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architectural environment. 
form, nave, transept, apse, 
Ionic, Corinthian, keystone, 
nile, pediment, cloister, 
these and some others will open new 
ine the satisfaction receiving 
mail letter from former pupil 
England: “Believe not, I’ve had 
lot time look around since 
been duty here London, and 
Westminster Abbey means lot mom 
died those architectural terms 

college preparatory group may 
well make study unfamiliar words 
found college catalogues. Semester, 
matriculate, bursar, aptitude, 
lum, accredited, evaluated, registrar, 
personnel, commodious, major, minor, 
baccalaureate, collateral, seminar, for 
ensic, and the course names many 
subjects should not strangers the 
pupil who will have deal with them 
intimately, even before arrives 
the campus. 

Whether the subject aviation 
advertising, the important thing the 
interest which develops acquiring 
power with words. 

The following are some 
from tests which have stooped 
cause the pull the tide heavy 
their direction. types they are 
original, but any similarity 
words and combinations 
accidental. They have some 
but should always 
that the real test comes the students 
ability use the new words aptly 
orginal sentences, supply 


nonyms and antonyms and 


mpa- 


had 
and 
more 
stu- 


may 
words 
nester, 
minor, 
ir, 
many 
the 
them 


ives 


tion 
the 
quiring 


others 
entirely 
merit, 
embered 
aptly 
variable 


forms when these words occur their 


reading listening. 
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cornet, chorus, 

loneliness, philosophy. 
Cataclysm falseness, sincerity, 


each horizontal group, there are 
two items which are somewhat related 
opposite idea. Underline once 
the two each group which are re- 
lated; underline the two which 
are 


Enigma, doctrine, medicine, 
puzzle, victory. 
destroy, confirm, 


molest, abscond. 

astute, repugnant, glori- 
ous, dull. 

Immolation, Christmas, 
mony, Good Friday, Easter. 

blank spaces write the word 
which best completes the sense the 
(unorthodox, 
cruciform, clandestine, paradox. 

statement 
which appears contradict itself. 

third term President. 

the interests lasting peace 
there should agree- 
ments. 


The retreat Dunkirk was 


cere- 


Although was not designed 
used for religious purposes, the 
building 

Underline the word words nearest 
meaning the first word: 

Criterion—judgment, crisis, stand- 
ard, calamity, completion. 

Exonerate—blame, forgive, expel, 
justify, mobilize. 

hideous, love- 
ly, favorable, biological. 

Plethora—scarcity, 
edy, abundance, calamity. 

Underline the words expression 
which most nearly opposite mean- 


ing: 


guilt, freedom, blessing. 
partial, 

absorbed, brilliant, joyful. 
idea, 

idea, connotation, playfullness. 


foolish 


From the words given each group 
select the one which best completes the 
meaning the given sentence. 
out each given word you use it. 
(In each group there one extra 
word.) Fill the blank spaces with 
some form the proper word. 
exotic, distraught, recluse, ephemeral, 

facetious, ominous 


repudiates the 
pleasures social life. 

His parents were with 
anxiety about his safety. 

Never about 


things which other people reverence. 

foods are costly. 
temerity, echelon, stalemate, eke, 

allergic, congenial 

Traveling 
tion safer than column. 

Civilization will doomed 

sometimes wins medals for bravery. 

Soldiers the jungle 
existence until help came. 

you are 
foods, don’t eat them. 

Give antonym for each the 
following words: 


forma- 


certain 


achromatic modicum 

ersatz 

peripatetic 

each the following horizontal 
lines, there word which has some- 


q 
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thing the same, something the 
opposite meaning has the first word 
each line. The word choose may 
may not have the same meaning 
the exact opposite; furthermore, the 
word choose may not the same 
part speech the first word. Un- 
derline ONCE the word similar 
meaning the first word; under- 
ing. 

Promulgate—conceal, remove, hang, 
devastate. 

over-rate, de- 
stroy, abandon. 

legal signature, 
check, nickname. 

Excerpts—diameter, radius, selec- 
tions, exceptions. 

Penury—coinage, over-size, afflu- 
ence, danger. 

Extant—obsolete, exotic, diffident, 
overwhelming. 

Jargon—wine, fish, meaningless, 
sharpness. 

geometry, an- 
cestors, ruin. 


Subversive—undermining, 
sub-normal, average. 
Schism—agreement, 


concealment, obstinate. 
truncated, sali- 
ent, Bunker Hill Monument. 
Opposite each word the left-hand 
column below are several others. Ex- 
amine each horizontal group find 
which word has something common 
with something distinctly different 
from the first word the left. The 
symbol “x” means “has something 
common with”; the symbol “y” means 
“has something oppposite meaning 
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that of.” Underline the appropri- 
ate word each group. 

Paradox religion, photog 
raphy, sensible, machine-gun. 

Deciduous evergreens, 
biles, soldiers, maples. 

Plagiarist anonymous, stealing, 
devotional, mechanic. 

Terrain fear, insolence, hills, 
hurricane. 

Astute clever, hideous, yellow, 
stupid. 

the following sentences, fill 
the blank space with the most appro- 
priate the words given below: 
(guerrilla, disinterested, retribution, 

soliloquy, panoply, context) 

Every member the class can 
cite Hamlet’s 


“eevee ee 


guilty crime, you will suffer 


“ee eee 


important part this campaign. 


The meaning word often 
pends upon its 


The umpire must always 


approved technique begin 
with diagnostic, pre-tests. These 
should, however, carefully com- 
piled that they will not discourage the 
pupil. There should some other 
way discovering his need than the 
one which will scream him “You 
are poverty-stricken your knowledge 
words!” have seen devastating 
effects from some the standardized 
tests. Even the teacher has 
“plant” few words the test, the 
effect will wash away the sin doing 
it. 

wishes give tests the order shown 
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long test into several short divisions. 
For example, with list twenty- 
five words, would well set them 
groups five and score them 
separate tests parts. Perhaps one 
five and two ten-group words would 
serve well. students become ac- 
them, the tests may 
elongated. have found that, after 


the initiation period, students can 
manage about sixty words group. 
For those heroic capacity, test 
one hundred words interesting 
challege. long tests are used, study 
should made the skills which 
students devise order gain time 
otherwise facilitate their chore. 
This young generation often very 
resourceful 


SECH TIME 


Sech sho’t time fo’ singin’, 
Kaint sing bit, 
Sech sho’t time fo’ singin’, 


Kaint 


But Lawd say: Day wingin’, 
Le’ angel’ singin’, 

fo’ an’ you do, 

yo’ song an’ heave to! 


Sech sho’t time fo’ lovin’ 
Sech sho’t time fo’ lovin’ 


Kaint 


But Lawd say: Keep shovin’, 
Plenty time have fo’ lovin’, 
fo’ an’ you do, 

Hyeah now an’ heave to! 


Sech sho’t time fo’ sleepin’, 
Kaint sleep bit, Lawd? 
Sech sho’t time fo’ sleepin’, 


Kaint 


But Lawd say: Someone’s creepin’, 
gib you time fo’ sleepin’, 
You know who, an’ Lawd know who, 
Shet yo’ mouf, chile—heave to! 


Tellier, 
New York. 


on, 

re- 

egin 

hese 
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Business Man Talks the Teacher 
CLAYTON ROCK 


Supervisor Personnel, General Electric Co. 


suggestion has been made 

that one way get and hold 

job marry the boss’s daugh- 
ter. doubt that procedure has 
been followed with some success, but 
all bosses not have daughters, 
and many swain discovers his 
mate among the daughters those who 
merely work and not boss, certainly 
there must other ways effectively 
meeting this situation. 

job depends upon two main factors: 
the things person has done pre- 
pare himself succeed before actually 
getting job, and the things does 
after employer has put him the 
payroll. Let first consider some 
the items which may included 
the preparatory period. 

Parents have very important 
part influencing their child’s atti- 
tudes. Have they helped develop 
sense values? the youthful 
applicant understand the importance 
and significance real work? Has 
earned money through using his own 
hands and brains has relied en- 
tirely upon others provide him with 
the means for living and pleasure? 
does not have understanding and 
appreciation such fundamental 
matters, likely that his parents 
have been too busy with their own af- 
fairs bother with such things, and 
should set about helping himself. 
The time not far off when will 
have strike out the world, making 


his own way, and will find that 
these primary qualities will stand him 
good stead. 

The fact that boy privileged 
attend institution higher learn- 
ing may give him feeling self-im- 
portance—which not well founded, 
While can readily agreed that 
trained intelligence highly impor 
tant, there are other factors besides 
college education which make for 
cess. should realized that only 
about half the young people with 
the best brains this country 
college the other half have get jobs, 
and contribute the family 
Therefore, boy should not let the 
that college man lead him into 
believing the fallacy that all the best 
minds are in, have come from, 
lege halls. 

Again, young people should made 
realize that much their under 
graduate time has been spent 
vironment which somewhat removed 
from the world reality. Colleges ex- 
ist for the students. The faculty, plant 
and equipment, and the curriculum 
are selected and designed promote 
the best interests the 
Course follows course and year follows 
year. While expected that students 
should meet certain requirements 
along the way, the acquirement 
lege credits still largely measured 
exposure terms years rather 
excellence performance. Also, 
colleges are not “going 
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necessary call constantly upon 
alumni and other friends for financial 
assistance meeting deficits operat- 
ing expenses. 

Business and industry, the other 
hand, although organized render 
service society, must, under our 
capitalistic system, make profit the 
service continue. these 
conditions, activities longer center 
around the individual—when 
hired expected that will con- 
tribute the best interest the busi- 
ness. His pay accordance with 
his performance, and soon one 
job has been learned does not neces- 
sarily move the next one higher up. 
other words, the success the busi- 
ness comes first and the individual fits 
best can keeping with his 
abilities and available opportunities. 

consider for moment the 
normal activities life, find that 
part our functions are concerned 
with understanding and getting along 
with people and that there are other 
functions which deal with material 
things. with the latter, the 
minds many, that engineers are 
primarily associated. years the 
courses engineering schools have 
been arranged that practically all 
student’s time has been devoted 
study things. Perhaps there are 
few elective courses the arts and the 
humanities available, but few students, 
either voluntarily through the en- 
couragement faculty advisers, take 
advantages such opportunities 
broaden their understanding. other 
words, the engineering graduate well 
prepared deal with things but too 
often does not understand how 
get along with people. The excellent 
engineering technique reducing ma- 
terial and physical factors definite 


formulae has contributed greatly 
our material progress, but the engineer 
should understand that human rela- 
tions the formulae technique has little 
application. Therefore, technical train- 
ing must supplemented that the 
student will know something about 
people well things. 

Another important element 
ceeding job the ability ex- 
press ideas, both writing and 
speech, clearly and forcefully. Here 
again, the usual engineering curricu- 
lum does not provide sufficient oppor- 
tunities for training. There truth 
the waggish remark that engineer 
must equipped with slide rule 
long book before can express him- 
self. The acquirement adequate 
vocabulary (one the best ways 
this read good books) and the 
development ability express one- 
self with confidence, clarity, and force 
should receive the most earnest atten- 
tion. After all, little use 
have ideas one incapable mak- 
ing them known others. 


There are, course, many other 
things which can and should done 
prior getting job, but those al- 
ready mentioned—an honest apprecia- 
tion the significance actual 
experience earning, spending and 
saving money; desire stand 
one’s own feet; appreciation the 
advantages and limitations college 
training; recognition that the only 
thing the world owes person 
chance use whatever and 
abilities may have; and the ability 
express his ideas clearly and force- 
fully—will more help than per- 
haps one first realizes winning suc- 
cess whatever work may later 
undertaken. 


| 
m- 
ed. 
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Now let assume that lad has 
prepared himself well can be- 
fore actually getting job. What then 
are some the things when 
has been fortunate enough get his 
name payroll? Well, those 
whose opinions are based practical 
experience, there are many who will 
encourage the young man forget 
that college graduate, that 
his father, uncle, grandfather 
person position prominence. Most 
employers are interested only what 
the man himself can do. may get 
job through “pull” family influ- 
ence, but unless has the ability 
produce results, unlikely that his 
services will retained. 

The fact that boy has been ex- 
posed academic and other training 
should mean that has acquired cer- 
tain tools—but another thing 
use them effectively. will find that 
actual experience and practice during 
the time that acquiring these 
tools will tremendous help 
their later use. The cooperative sys- 
tem education provides excellent 
method bringing about this correla- 
tion. 

the process selecting job 
boy should have given serious thought 
wants it. Having found job 
with organization which feels 
offers the type work wants do, 
should not critical about his first 
assignments. unlikely that 
will start with even minor executive 
job. good way get ahead 
develop and explore each job its 
fullest extent; more than one 
told; and take advantage every 
opportunity prepare oneself for the 
next job. 


Notwithstanding the fact that 
man has graduated from college 
still much for him learn. 
find many men whose formal schooling 

has been very limited, but 
knowledge many subjects far 
welcome opportunity work with 
all kinds men learn understand 
their thoughts and the reasons behind 
them. All this will helpful 
the future, should become 
sponsible for the work and the rela- 
tionships with such men. word, 
should continue develop his 
ity understand and get along with 
people. 

dealing with follow workers and 
superiors, man must learn 
ful and diplomatic. may have 
ready found that asking questions 
one the most tactful and 
ways getting, and also giving, 
formation. pays consider the 
ings and viewpoints others; and 
even though the opinions 
may wrong, there little 
gained attempting prove they are 
own opinions with such sound reasons 
that one’s listener will want 
his opinions and accept others. 
already too many who are attempting 
emulate Atlas. 

very important, and everybody 
everything can make this 
possible, man should never lose sight 
the fact that must live well 
work—that has definite obligation 
make his contribution the 
vancement society. the 
well-rounded life should our 
job.” 


q 


here 
will 
ling 
hose 
fore, 
with 
hind 
if, 
rela- 
word, 
with 


and 

al- 

ons 

feel- 
and 
others 
are 
one’s 
reasons 
change 
sense 
ere are 
mpting 


job 
wants 
this 
sight 
well 
ligation 
the 
words 


Basic English and Language Study 


LOUIS ZAHNER 


BASIC ENGLISH AND ITS 

USES,' Richards discusses 
the chief uses which Basic has been 
put may put. One these 
which still its infancy, but 
which shows great promise and 
rapidly spreading, instru- 
ment teaching the language arts 
normal, native-born, English- speaking 
pupils. this that concerns 
here. Since all the uses Basic Eng- 
lish grow naturally out what is, 
must first examine its genius and 


genesis. 
Mr. Richards defines Basic 
Basic: “It English made simple 


limiting the number its words 
850, and cutting down the rules for 
using them the smallest number nec- 
essary for the clear statement 
ideas.” But the method selecting the 
850 words less important than 
the mere fact limitation. Selection 


not made upon the evidence fur- 
nished frequency counts, but upon 
the “covering power” the words se- 
lected—that is, upon their usefulness 
carrying, either literally meta- 
phorical extensions, the ideas have 
use singly combination our 
communication. The words that passed 
the tests for inclusion the list were, 
general, those found most use- 
ful defining other words. Economy 
effected all along the line. Thus 
countless other words, and 
our vocabulary, along with “cat,” 
“dog,” and “tree,” can get along 
without “kitten,” “puppy” and “sap- 
ling,” and not need “youthful.” 
But the greatest economy the 
tem comes applying this principle 
verbs, most which, full Eng- 
lish, are complex ideas combining 
action, direction, object and quality. 
Basic uses, its fully inflected verbs, 


Richards, BASIC ITS USES. New York, Norton, 1943. 143 


pages. 


Other uses discussed Mr. Richards are: 
shortened and simplified method for teaching and learning English 
This was the purpose uppermost the mind its discoverer, 


tries. 


foreign coun- 
when 


and his associates the began the researches that led eventually the Basic system. 


has been put this use widely and successfull 
like the others mentioned below, well supporte 


terials. rapidly spreading. 


almost every civilized country. This use, 
graded textbooks and other teaching ma- 


means teaching English adult aliens this country. Growing naturally from 
the use described above, this application Basic has taken firm naturalization and other 
extension courses, particularly Washington, C., New York, and Massachusetts. 

remedial instrument for improving the language proficiency retarded near-illit- 


erate native-born Americans. 


this also, Basic doing valuable and increasing service. 


second common world language, tongue; that is, language 
used common all nations, addition their own native languages, and without prejudice 
study and use other languages either their native countries abroad. Mr. Rich- 


book discusses this possible use Basic length. 


informative, and fair-minded. 


His presentation well documented, 


any second common world language possible, and does 


not seem beyond hope that may be, English has very high claims indeed; and within 


the claims Basic are correspondingly high. 


all the above uses, well note, there has never been held theory and never ad- 
practice those responsible for Basic the idea that learners should stop necessity 


where Basic stops—with 850 words. 


intended furnish means for idiomatic communica- 
tion English adequate for all ordinary purposes. 


Any learner can from there far 


likes into full English, without having anything. 
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only sixteen “operators,” most them 
the names simple physical move- 
ments, like “come,” “go,” “take.” “To 
evacuate town,” for instance, be- 
comes “to take persons from it,” 
becomes “to make clear.” 

Another criterion selection 
less interesting and, for our purposes, 
less important. Full English con- 
tains pairs groups words that 
have nearly the same “plain sense” 
and about the same covering power. 
“Clock, chronometer,” “clear, limpid,” 
“eur, canine, dog,” “man, gentleman,” 
“dress, raiment,” “help, aid, succor,” 
“red, might given 
examples. selecting word from 
its synonym group, not only relative 
coverage was considered, but also rela- 
tive emotional, poetic, highly “lit- 
erary” meanings and effects. The rela- 
tively unemotional, and 
word was given pref- 
erence. Basic was design not prim- 
arily language express ap- 
peal emotions and feelings, 
stir echoes literature, but render 
plain sense “neutral” tone 


finally, more than word 
list. has its structure and its rules 
for structure. Its structure the 
structure full English; and Basic’s 
first rule is: “Bad English bad 
Basic.” other words, has its 
“grammar.” But its grammar gets 
down simplest possible ideas and 
rules for putting English words to- 
place word order. Its forms are the 
forms full but does not 
make the error looking English 
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French, foreign language. 

Let for time from 
English teaching “Eng. 
lish” teaching has long been damaged 
but language. The English 
room has been sort basket into 
which anything and 
cept language has been 
When “language” chance mis 
chance taught the English 
room, taught generally Eng 
lish were foreign language. Young 
children come elementary school 
with surprisingly good and clear 
working knowledge English, 
consuming curiosity about words. 
proceed confuse the knowledge and 
deaden the curiosity teaching what 
must seem them remote and 
terminology and rules for what 
previously has seemed natural and 
simple. forget what their 
guage is, what the normal 
growth aided good teaching 
may become, and the uses 
they are put and desire 
Instead leading them asking, 
“What have you that needs 
tie them heart, head and tongue, 
demanding, “What rules 
break 


outline complete and 
able course the English language 
for English-speaking pupils beyond 
the scope this paper, and beyond 
power. shall, however, suggest 
tain possible purposes 
teaching for consideration. Thenl 


This not say that under certain conditions moving effects are not possible 
Take, for example, Othello’s out the light, and then put out the light,” which all 
Raleigh’s Conclusion,” which almost all Basic, where simple Basic words like 


and “our all 
over the feelings. 


“all our sto 
selves taken separately words, that give them feeling well sense. 


our give the poem its 
words, not any quality words them 


lan- 
were 


raged 
thing 
into 
mis- 
class- 
oung 
school 
clear 
and 
and 
what 
compli- 
what 
and 
process 
put 
asking, 
ngue, 
you 


language 
beyond 
language 

Then 

all 
like 


its 
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sible method meeting some these 
purposes. 

The functions and effects lan- 
guage, its uses communication and 
thinking, the ways works achiev- 
ing these effects and uses, should per- 
haps more concern language 
teaching than “formal grammar,” 
usually conceived and taught, than 
mere correctness, “good” English. 
every point, our theoretical 
course, language will seen 
its relation experience, meaning 
terms experience, and communi- 
cation oyerlapping experience. 
good teaching language would 
give learner knowledge how 
control, recognize, and appraise lan- 
guage effects, meanings, com- 
munication. 

The functions effects, “mean 
ings,” that language can convey might 
taken the plain-sense meaning; 
the emotive meaning; the tone, atti- 
tudes toward reader listener, to- 
ward the subject, toward anything 
else pertinent the discourse; and 
the intent. These four chief effects 
are, course, always full and deli- 
interplay. 

sound teaching language would 
also attempt give learner some in- 
sight into the nature “verbal fic- 
tions,” Most our 
most important ideas are carried 
these words, like “liberty,” “justice,” 
“capitalism,” “government,” “honor,” 
for which single physical referent 
exists. They are words that hold to- 
gether highly complex ideas that grow 
out human situations which 
jects and men take part. They there- 
fore involve feelings, value judgments, 
actions, motives, well the tangi- 
bles the “five senses.” under- 


stand them, one must realize that they 
are not fixed entities, but are subject 
high degree the shifts mean- 
ings and effects which even simple 
thing-words, like “dog” and “cat,” are 
subject. They can fully interpreted, 
kept straight, and understood only 
terms the complex patterns ex- 
perience from which they have been 
abstracted. Ideally good teaching 
language would give the pupil ability 
deal reasonably with these words 
communication. would point out 
the difficulties their use, and pro- 
vide the techniques for their interpre- 
tation reading and listening, and for 
their control writing, speaking and 
thinking. would not, however, 
create any feeling distrust these 
words, any idea that they are simply 
meaningless breaths wind used 
propagandists mislead the illiterate 
unwary. Their firm 
foundation the realities experi- 
ence would made lastingly clear. 
ideal language training might 
also result full working knowledge 
metaphor. Far from being simply 
ornament used poets, metaphor 
all language, and knowledge its 
ways fully important and 
straight thinking rhetoric. 
The mistaking metaphorical 
guage for literal, literal for 
metaphorical, one the common 
causes breakdown communica- 
tion. Even when metaphor recog- 
nized metaphor, there still remains 
the problem how interpret 
the crucial language difficulty 


whole areas study; psychology, for 
example. 
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Our ideal teaching language 
would also implant the learner the 
working knowledge that the entire con- 
text, not the dictionary definition, 
what gives words their full interplay 
meanings. The “entire context” 
includes the situation which the 
word used, (“Watch this dive!” 
means one thing spoken his 
parents small boy diving 
board, and another spoken po- 
lice captain patrolman his 
beat,) and the verbal context other 
words that are play, supporting and 
taking support from the word ques- 
tion. for this reason that good 
reading interprets sense-units and 
not word-by-word. This may 
obvious lesson language, but always 
one that needs taught. 

Finally, our ideal teaching lan- 
guage will give learner some idea 
the structure language—call it, its 
grammar and syntax; but will 
the grammar and syntax English— 
not that Latin English dress. 
every possible point, grammar, like the 
other elements that operate com- 
munication, is, our ideal teaching 
language, related the learner’s ex- 
perience, and sentence subjected 
grammatical analysis until the 
meaning fully clear him terms 
his experience, and until its form 
and structure are seen part 
that particular meaning. 


There are, course, many other ob- 
jectives the teaching language, 
and many other possible ways class- 
ify and arrange them; but whatever 
the system analysis, something simi- 
lar the foregoing principles likely 
emerge. This analysis, incomplete 
and sketchy is, enough for our 
present purpose. What, now, teach- 
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ing methods? again, there 
one, simple, all-inclusive and 
excluding method. skilful teacher, 
once knows where trying 
go, can devise methods for getting 
there. Basic English, however, seems 
one the most promising. 
match the features and character 
istics Basic with the primary 
tives language teaching, the 
spondence very close indeed. 

Basic takes the learner where 
Most the words are already his 
vocabulary. takes his own 
guage seriously, makes mystery 
it, but simply gets work and 
with it. does not for 
lary building” the most frequently 
used sense: that is, makes 
tempt growth language power 
simply additions number new 
words that are, for the learner, 
much empty sound, with base 
experience and with support from 
any need put them Eng 
lish-speaking beginner Basic prob 
ably first examines and studies the 
classes and this study 
begins see some the significant 
difference between words that are 
ten made veiled mystery for him 
the ordinary study “the parts 
speech.” begins understand the 
logic these 
neither the teacher nor the pupil may 
ever call that. Grammar and 
tax get where they belong, 
guage, necessary working 
communication. 

Vocabulary building first goes 
the direction any good building, 
down foundations. Basic words 


can studied, used, and reused 
first ways that will bring thes 
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known, familiar sounds, these black- 
marks-on-paper, new meanings, new 
possibilities, new life; and new 
derstanding, terms experience, 
place knowledge mere recogni- 
tion. learning the Basic list, and 
how make the work has 
with his language, the student gets 
feeling, may for the first time, 
underpinning words with experi- 
ence. After one has once had this feel- 
ing for the Basic words, never 
quite satisfied accept his mind 
less sturdy foundation for any his 
new, eight hundred 
and fifty, twenty thousand. 

This process enriching full 
study Basic not only through 
general respect for words that such 
study gives, but the specific tech- 
nique translating full English into 
Basic, occasionally writing what- 
ever one has write Basic. 

Translation full English into 
Basic, once Basic reasonably well 
learned, fact while being 
learned, perhaps the most rewarding 
exercise which can put. This 
exercise invaluable aid fur- 
thering the other objectives lan- 
guage teaching outlined above, and in- 
deed well carried out, may conceiv- 
ably accomplish most them almost 
single-handed. The term “translation” 
used strictly and advisedly. 
rendering into Basic not mere 
paraphrase. Most 
phrases are only sort word-for- 
word loose sort verbal substitution, 
with little consideration 
whether not the words the para- 


phrase are any better understood than 
those the original. The paraphrase 
itself usually ends bad English—an 
execrable tenth-rate version what 
might the original have been good 
even great. The different effects 
achieved the original and the para- 
phrase generally are not compared; 
they are, the pupil sometimes left 
preferring his version, because “says 
what the poet meant.” impossi- 
ble compare different 
paraphrases made class, because, 
with the whole language use, there 
common denominator compari- 
son. Making version, the 
other hand, has all the qualities 
making translation into different 
language and, most important con- 
sideration, language that well 
known. requires more thorough 
study the original, careful weigh- 
ing different possible meanings and 
effects, and handling the medium 
into which the original being put 
that once rigorous and exacting, 
and imaginative. 

perhaps time that translation 
should come back into the teaching 
language. may accident that 
this “inability pupils read,” that 
have recently “discovered” and 
loudly bewailed, coincides with the 
general dropping out the 
from Translation was too 
often regarded useful only giving 
the student grasp the foreign lan- 
guage. The values for English were 
never sufficiently considered; but 
translation from English another 
language demands first full and close 
study and understanding what the 
English saying. The sort close 


this point, and many others raised this paper, see JOSHUA WHATMOUGH. “QUID 
EXPEDIVIT PSITTACO? THE SOUL The Classical Journal, Vol. XXXIX, 


November, 1943, 105-113. 
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reading that has precede translation 
has dropped out education. One 
the most cogent reasons for the teach- 
ing Basic that possible 
through Basic restore it. 

Making Basic translation, and 
comparing with the original, sharp- 
ens the recognition the different ef- 
fects the original. becomes clear 
that the plain sense may well ren- 
dered, but the feeling, tone, and even 
the writer’s intent, may change al- 
most fade out. The fact that the 
Basic list purposely omits relatively 
highly “literary” and “emo- 
tive” words emphasizes these differ- 
ences, and makes the translator more 
conscious than was before the 
full value these effects the orig- 
inal. What many critics Basic 
who have not fully understood its pur- 
pose has been one its weaknesses 
such exercise becomes one its 
greatest powers teaching instru- 
ment. the advanced stages, up- 
per grades, these effects language 
ean brought home even greater 
measure attempting Basic transla- 
tion that will somehow give something 
the full effects original par- 
ticularly rich tone and feeling—al- 
ways difficult and stimulating prob- 
lem interpretation; making 
acommentary, Basic, about the 
difficulties met rendering rich and 
subtle effects translation, and the 
differences between the effects the 
full English original and the Basic 
translation. The feelings, tone, and 
intent can clearly talked about 
Basic, even though they may in- 
full expression Basic. 

“verbal fictions,” that Basic 
pecially There are, 
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sure, such words the Basic list, but 
they are relatively low order 
abstraction—that is, nearer actual 
situations; and their constant use 
closes the realities from which they 
have been made. They are them 
selves, moreover, capable 
tion into even lower 
Basic. The abstractions full Eng- 
lish must broken down, analyzed, 
put into terms closer experience, 
Basic translation. This idea most 
clearly seen, perhaps, the verbs, 
which have put somehow terms 
physical actions; but holds 
equally all parts speech full 
English. Several different Basie 
pansions, moreover, are always 
ble, and the comparison these 
searching analysis the original 
necessary. Anyone who works for 
any length time such exercises 
loses the erroneous idea that our 
stractions have fixed and unchangeable 
“right” meanings; but the same 
time gets firm conviction that, 
however difficult define, they still 
have their roots just solidly 
ity words like “stone” and “chair,” 
that honor less real than wound. 


Basic translation also gives constant 
practice handling metaphor. The 
original metaphor usually has 
put some other basis, since the word 
from which the original extension 
made more often than not absent 
from the Basic list. Shifting from 
one metaphor another makes 
essary not only see what the orig 
inal may saying, but find other 
images that may used give 
thing the same general tenor. 
comparison the two throws light 
both. Often, furthermore, the best 
way put relatively literal state 
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ment full English into 
using metaphor the Basic. The 
great and vital words metaphor, 
words like are there, along 
with the more simple words that refer 
common, everyday things and af- 
fairs. working with Basic, one be- 
comes more fully aware the infinite 
number the metaphorical extensions 
that can made from these simple 
words, and their power. 

Finally, should become clear 
any student using Basic that the sense 
has taken whole, not word 
word; that the context, put 
another way, that gives words their 
meaning. Many words full Eng- 
lish have single Basic synonym; 
becomes necessary, Basic transla- 
tions, restate whole elements 
sense, more word groups. Transla- 
tion invariably requires interpreta- 
tion the sense-as-a-whole. should 
sufficiently clear from the forego- 
ing that structural, grammatical 
and syntactical problems, must con- 


stantly dealt with good transla- 
tion, the structure, grammar, and syn- 
tax involved being not only that the 
original language, but also the lan- 
guage translation. Since the gram- 
mar and syntax Basic that 
full English, exercise transla- 
tion with Basic sort double ex- 
ercise the constructions English. 

The foregoing account represents 
more possibility, promising field 
for experiment and for development, 
than accomplished demonstrable set 
facts. The suggestions made and 
the conclusions drawn cannot docu- 
mented data gained from 
educational researches, with ex- 
perimental and control groups, em- 
ploying elaborate statistical method. 
They rest, rather, the evidence giv- 
relatively small group teach- 
ers; group, however, constantly in- 
creasing numbers, and the con- 
viction that Basic English has much 
offer American elementary, sec- 
ondary, and even university education. 


“Ultimately the problem peace the problem 
general education good manners and 


Tears and Laughter, Lin Tang. 
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Provincial Policies Education 
CARL MILLER 


wail from police department 
concerning the difficulty trying 
traffic regulations among 
tourists and new arrivals the city. 
only the cities the country had uni- 
form regulations! only they were 
consistent about the location and mean- 
ing green and red light signals! With 
these and few other ifs come true, the 
police said they could effective work. 
is, too many persons are excused 
from charges the grounds that they 
are new the city, and the effect such 
excuses law enforcement has un- 
fortunate loosening quality, opening 
dangers human life. And then there 
the side the conscientious drivers. 
Wouldn’t they all welcome uniformity 
regulations and practices throughout the 
country? Surely, life, liberty, and the 
pursuit happiness would come nearer 
realization for many persons there 
were uniformity traffic regulations 
within the borders the United States. 
Why doesn’t wail come from parents 
and school authorities much the same 
subject? The fact that minimum 
standards such things 
and term schedules not exist the 
common schools throughout the United 
States, completely unreasonable and 
out line with country that thinks 
now ready step out isolationism 
and become real force protecting the 
peace the world. The absence cer- 
tain minimum national standards brings 
long list inconveniences, extrava- 
gances, omissions, and inefficiences the 
conduct schools. The list long 
that specific mention out the ques- 
tion here. 


Yet are likely have such 
sirable change the near future? 
while congress consistently votes 
bills that aim equalize education 
throughout the country. Not 
there exist certain number 
tionalists who still think that local 
trol schools means the control 
thing including the right selfish 
narrow view such thing the 
riculum. Not while State Departments 
continue manned with persons 
ing provincial policies teacher certifi- 
cation. Not while certain propagandists 
overplay inter-state control consum- 
ing monster with virtues whatsoever, 
Not while citizens rich states thinkthat 
their money should only for the 
cation their children and believe that 
money spent the children from other 
states would return benefit 
Not while the principle state’s rights 
remains the realm bigotry and 
not subject new interpretation under 
conditions change. 

Think it! Within short time the 
people this country probably will 
cide permit certain amount 


trol their armed forces 


tional organization aimed preserve the 
peace. They are willing give 
little authority order gain the bene 
fit freedom from another immediate 
war. they can see benefit 
doning extreme nationalism for 
internationalism, the people ought 
able recognize benefit giving 
little state local control education 
wisely constituted inter-state 
trol. Surely world progress that 
direction. 
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